Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 06

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 1ST OCTOBER 2009
PRESENT:

Cllr J. Rees


Cllr R. Waterhouse



Cllr P.J Waterhouse

Cllr D. Beynon



Cllr E. Miles


Cllr B. Lewis



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr  P. Penry



Cllr J. Harris


Cllr D. Howard-Willis





Cllr C. Morgan
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor being unavailable Members voted Cllr D. Beynon into the Chair.

Prior to commencement of business the Chairman invited questions from members of the public. A resident from St Michael’s Avenue, Pontarddulais queried the Council’s proposals concerning Canolfan y Bont since the U3A wished to hold classes in the building. The Chairman responded that the matter would be dealt with later in the meeting.

The member of the public who had complained at the last meeting that the City and County of Swansea had removed nine street lights from Glynhir Road stated that she had received a satisfactory resolution to the problem. 

A resident from Glynhir Road requested the Council’s assistance with a local flooding problem. County Councillor J. Miles responded and agreed to keep the Clerk abreast of developments.

52. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Davies, P. Downing, S. Burgess and D. C. Richards.
53. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

Councillors G. Bateman, J. Harris and P. Penry declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 (to consider and determine the room rental for the Pontarddulais Partnership’s office in the Institute) and stated that they had received dispensation from the Standards Committee to speak and vote on matters relating to the Pontarddulais Partnership.
54. TO RECEIVE AN ADDRESS FROM REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA’S WASTE MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Mr Wyn Lawrence and Ms Tammy Ambrose explained that they had entered into a partnership agreement with Clydach and Mumbles  Community Councils whereby a dedicated team, comprising a supervisor and two assistants, were based in those areas and dealt with such matters as litter picking, overgrowth removal etc. The service was over and above the normal service provided by the County and cost £12,000 per annum plus an initial advertising cost of £500.00. Members questioned the representatives and since they had not seen the proposed agreement decided that the matter should be placed on the agenda of the next Council meeting with all Members having a copy of the agreement.
55. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 3RD SEPTEMBER 2009:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record subject to the addition of Cllr P. J. Waterhouse requesting the Council considers the provision of a handrail on the Institute stairs (under Minute Number 51).

(a) Proposed commemorative seat, Dulais Glen Gardens, Pontarddulais (Min No 42(e)):

The Clerk advised Members that he had received a quotation of £1,926.00 from Gerald Davies Contractors for the supply and fixing of the above seat. The Clerk explained that the City and County of Swansea had decided that the base would have to match the existing paviours and stipulated the type of seat acceptable for the site. After debating the possibility of siting the seat in the Cenotaph site it was agreed that Members consider various site options which would be discussed at the next Council meeting.

(b) To receive and consider the minutes of the Special Events Committee meetings held on the 16th July and 6th August 2009 (Min No 43):

As requested at the last Council meeting the Clerk had previously circulated a financial breakdown of expenditure on the musical event which should have taken place in Coedbach Park on the 15th August 2009. 
(c) Capel Hope-Siloh, Pontarddulais (Min No 45(j)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail reply from the Secretary of Capel Hope-Siloh stating that he had contacted the architects and contractors concerning the parking of contractors vehicles.

(d) To consider and determine quotations received for the replacement of the central heating boiler in the Institute (Min No 51):

The Clerk advised Members that the new boiler had been commissioned.

56. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 17TH SEPTEMBER 2009:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record subject to the addition of Cllr D. Beynon’s name under “Apologies for absence”.
57. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 22ND SEPTEMBER 2009:

Cllr J. Rees, Chairperson of the Committee, reported on the minutes with particular attention being paid to the Committee’s recommendation concerning Canolfan y Bont. Cllr P. J. Waterhouse wished it minuted that she was not taking part in the discussion and would abstain from any vote. Members had before them a breakdown of known expenditure and possible future expenditure and income. The Clerk explained that he had been advised by DACE that they were only certain of running four language courses at present with the possibility of one IT course. Having regard to the expenditure involved and the uncertainty over income streams it was RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee’s recommendation and not accept Gorseinon College’s offer of the lease on Canolfan y Bont.
58. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions received.
59.

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. CORRESPONDENCE:
The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Annual Report & Workshops 2009;

(b) Pontarddulais Railway Station – e-mail from Pontarddulais Partnership giving update on the Railway Station Project;

(c) Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government Partnership Scheme Report 2008 – 2009;

(d) City and County of Swansea – non domestic rating deferred payments scheme 2009/10;

(e) Ms Hannah Thomas – report on her two week human rights project in South Africa;

(f) Rural Swansea Action – local produce for local markets information in The Institute, 8th October 2009;

(g) Festival Committee:
The Clerk reported an e-mail from the Secretary of the Festival Committee requesting a financial contribution towards the purchase of chocolates for the children during this year’s Christmas Parade. It was agreed that a donation of £40.00 (forty pounds) be made towards the above purchase.

(h) Career Wales West Adult Careers Guidance Team:

The Clerk informed Members that the above organisation had requested free use of the Institute to provide weekly career interview opportunities for local residents. Members agreed that since it was the Council’s policy to charge all hirers they could not accede to the above request.
(i) South Wales Police – Your Priorities Consultation:

Members had before them a questionnaire from South Wales Police asking a series of questions on their views of South Wales Police. It was agreed that each individual Member completes the questionnaire with the results being compiled at the next Council meeting.
60.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor was absent and could not present his report.
61. 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:
The Clerk presented notes following his attendance at the launch of the Rural Development Plan in Swansea in the Felindre Welfare Hall on the 24th September 2009. 

Cllr Harris advised Members that the MUGA would be starting before Christmas.

62. 
TO FILL THE CASUAL VACANCY IN THE DULAIS EAST 
WARD FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR D. T. HOWELLS (NO REQUEST FOR AN 
ELECTION HAVING BEEN RECEIVED BY THE CITY & 
COUNTY OF SWANSEA):

Cllr Harris proposed Mr W. Vonk, 144 Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais. Cllr Bateman seconded the proposal. Cllr E. Miles proposed Mr H. Roberts 1 Pantiago Road, Pontarddulais. The proposal was not seconded. RESOLVED that Mr W. Vonk fills the casual vacancy in the Dulais East Ward.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public leave the meeting during consideration of the next two agenda items.

63. 
TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE TENDERS RECEIVED FOR 
THE PROVISION OF CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 2009/10:

The Clerk informed Members that he had requested tenders from:
· Amico Electrical, Gorseinon;

· AYB Electrical, Pontarddulais;

· SEC, Pontarddulais;

· Steel Inframman, Carmarthen;

· RT Electrics, Llanelli.

The tender involved dressing and taking down existing lights to two Christmas trees; dressing and taking down existing pea lights from the birch trees around the Dulais Glen Gardens and the erection and taking down of six additional sets of pea lights to the Dulais Glen Gardens.

He further advised Members that he had met a representative from Amico on site and had spoken on the telephone with SEC. The only tender received was from RT Electrics, Llanelli in the sum of £5989.90 (ex VAT) with an optional storage cost of £200.00. The cost of providing a call out service during operational period ( 8.00am – 4.30pm) Monday to Friday would be £47.70 per hour and £95.40 per hour outside the above hours. RESOLVED that the tender from RT Electrics be accepted.
64. 
TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE THE ROOM RENTAL FOR 
THE PONTARDDULAIS PARTNERSHIP’S OFFICE IN THE 
INSTITUTE, PONTARDDULAIS:

The Clerk reminded Members that the Council had previously accepted the Partnership’s request for a moratorium on the rent and that they were last invoiced on the 1st September 2008 for the period 30/06/2008 to 25/08/2008 when their office rental was £70.00 per week. Members considered various options and after considerable discussion it was RESOLVED that the rental of the Pontarddulais Partnership’s office in the Institute should be £35.00 (thirty five pounds) per week commencing on the 1st October 2009. 
65. 
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR 
THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2009:
See Appendix “A”.
RESOLVED that the expenditure for the month of September 2009 be authorised and approved.
66.
TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i)
Land at Water Street, Pontarddulais – Erection of 37 dwellings including associated garages, means of enclosure, landscaping and all associated building and engineering works (this application forms amendments to previous planning outline and reserved matters approval, application no. 2004/2030, 2004/2035 and 2005/2581);

(ii)
Cae Rebecca, off Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – substitution of 34 no. 2 &2.5 storey dwellings and associated works;

(iii) 2 Bryn Road, Pontarddulais – proposed conversion of an existing garage to a residential annex;

(iv) Land between 27 & 31 Coedbach, Pontarddulais – construction of a three bedroom detached dwelling with integral garage;

(v) Eagle Bush House, New Road, Pontarddulais – erection of 2 storey garage and store, adjacent to existing dwelling.

There were no observations made concerning the above applications.

Members queried works being undertaken at the Fountain Inn, Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais and whether planning permission was necessary. It was agreed that the Clerk investigates the matter. 
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