Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 05

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2ND SEPTEMBER 2010
PRESENT:

Cllr P. Downing (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr W. Vonk



Cllr E. Davies

Cllr S. Burgess



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris


Cllr B. Lewis




Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr C. Morgan
Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. Mrs Dark stated that she had written a letter to the Clerk regarding the closure of Highland Terrace. The reply stated that the matter would not be on the agenda since the road was now open but the subject could be discussed during the period allocated for members of the public to ask questions. It was agreed that the Clerk contact the City and County of Swansea to ascertain the cost of the closure. Mrs G. Lewis stated that at the last Council meeting it was incorrectly stated that all residents of Highland Terrace were aware of the road closure. The Mayor replied that County Councillor Miles had not made such a statement. R. Jenkins stated that in the last Council meeting Cllr Harris had requested a site visit to Highland Terrace. The Clerk and Mayor replied that it was not deemed necessary now that the road had been re-opened.  Mrs M. Footman queried the need for the Council. She stated that she would be prepared to sacrifice the expenditure on floral decorations in the town for the drainage of the playing fields in the Primary School. 
52.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P. J. Waterhouse, R. Waterhouse, P. Penry and E. Miles.
53.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
54.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 1ST JULY 2010:
The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a)
To answer questions from Councillors (Min No 36(b)):
The Clerk reported a reply letter from the City and County of Swansea following the Council’s request for statistical information.It was agreed that the letter be placed on the agenda of the next Council meeting.
(b) Licensing applications (Min No 36(d)):

The Clerk advised Members that he had attended two Licensing Committee meetings in the Civic Centre. The Committee had granted a premises licence for 3 Heol y Maes and granted an extension till 1.00am for the licence relating to 43 St Teilo Street.

(c) National Training Programme for Community and Town Councils (Min No 39(j)):

The Clerk advised Members that Cllr P. Waterhouse was interested in attending some of the above courses and he had registered her interest with One Voice Wales.

55. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 22ND JULY 2010:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a)
To approve the Council’s Accounts for the financial year 2009/2010 (Min No 49): 
The Clerk informed Members that the Annual Return and all relevant documentation had been sent to the External Auditors.

(b) To determine whether the Council should enter into a service level agreement with the City and County of Swansea’s Environment Department ( Min No 50):

The Clerk reported an e-mail from Cllr Vonk regarding the above matter. It was agreed to note the e-mail.
(c) To receive an update on grant applications (Min No 51):

The Clerk advised Members that the application to provide a museum/heritage centre attached to the library would not be going ahead since it was necessary to have all planning permissions etc in place prior to submission of application. The application would, however, be proceeding under the Western Valleys SRA. He informed Members that with respect to the Institute application it was necessary to underwrite the £50K match funding from the Western Valleys SRA. Cllr Rees stated that it was a high risk to underwrite such an amount. Cllr Richards agreed with Cllr Rees. The Mayor stated that the Council could withdraw the application if the £50K was not forthcoming from the Western Valleys SRA. The Clerk stated that, should there be a shortfall, another option would be to borrow a part of the £50K. Cllr Rees proposed that the Council does not underwrite the £50K. Cllr Richards seconded the proposal. On being put to the vote the proposal was carried by 7 (seven) votes to 5(five). It was further agreed that the proposed museum/heritage centre be placed on the agenda of the next Council meeting. 

56. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:

Cllr Richards queried whether County Councillor Howells could use money from his personal allowance to carry out highway works outside the Post Office. Cllr Howells referred to an e-mail he had sent the Clerk listing streets where localised repairs are due to be carried out. Cllr B. Lewis referred to four old skips by the River Camffrwd. County Councillor Miles stated there was enforcement action to remove the skips. County Councillor Miles referred to Highland Terrace and expressed surprise that Cllr Lewis had not explained the situation following his e-mail to County Councillor John Hague and Cllr Hague’s reply. Cllr Lewis denied receiving the reply from Cllr Hague. 

57.
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR 
DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO 
THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):
There were no questions tabled.
58.
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) Review of Electoral Arrangements for the City and County of Swansea – copy of letter from Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales to the City and County of Swansea (Clerk copied presentation notes to all Members);

(b) E-mail from County Councillor Miles referring to drainage issues in St Teilo Street, Trinity Street and Oakfield Street;
(c) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct complaints made against Cllr D. Richards by Cllr W. Vonk and County Councillor Miles – not being investigated. Cllr Richards wished it minutes that he had been completely exonerated and if there was any repeat of the allegations he would take the matter further;

(d) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct complaint made against Cllr E. Davies by Mrs G. L.Watkins, 84a Glynhir Road – not being investigated.

(e) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct complaint made against Cllr E. Davies and Cllr J. Rees by Mrs E. Lewis, Mrs C. Jones, Mrs G. L. Watkins & Mrs C. Griffiths – not being investigated.

(f) Community and Town Councils in Wales – letter from Carl Sargeant AM regarding charters with unitary authorities;

(g) Public guidance on new planning guidance for Swansea – letter from City & County of Swansea;

(h) Cynnal Cymru – nominations needed for Welsh Green Heroes 2010;

(i) Welsh Assembly Government – Local Government Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2009 – 2010;
(j) St Michael’s Avenue, Pontarddulais:
The Clerk reported an e-mail from the City and County of Swansea regarding proposals for the reversal of the one way system in St Michael’s Avenue. It was agreed to query the safety aspect of cars exiting onto Water Street and whether any traffic calming measures could be provided in Water Street.

(k) City and County of Swansea Unitary Development Plan:

The Clerk reported receipt of the above Plan and supplied Members with information relating to housing sites for 10+ dwellings in Pontarddulais specifically allocated for development in the Plan and a list of rejected housing sites in Pontarddulais.

(l) Ysgol Bryniago, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk presented a letter explaining that the above school is part of a world wide eco project supported by Comenius and stating that Wales was hosting meetings between 17th and 25th September 2010. They were requesting the Council to consider being a sponsor during the above week. Cllr E. Davies declared a personal interest and took no part in the discussion. Cllr Bateman proposed that the Council makes a donation of £250 to the school. Cllr Vonk seconded the proposal. On being put to the vote the proposal was carried by 5 (five) votes to 3 (three). RESOLVED that the Council makes a donation of £250 (two hundred and fifty pounds) to Ysgol Bryniago.
(m) Easier Access Programme at Rural Train Stations in Wales:

The Clerk advised Members that he had today received information on the above document from the Welsh Assembly Government. It was agreed that the document be considered at the next Council meeting.
59.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on his civic duties for the past two months.
60.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

There were no reports received.
61. TO CONSIDER THE MAP SHOWING PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ON COEDBACH PARK:

The Clerk informed Members that this agenda item was agreed during members of the public question time at the July Council meeting. He advised Members that he had forwarded copies of correspondence received from the City and County of Swansea relating to the above to the member of the public who had queried the matter. There was nothing else that Members wished to add.

62. TO CONSIIDER A CONSULTATION DOCUMENT FROM WAG ON MAKING, CONFIRMING AND ENFORCING BYELAWS:

Copies of the above document had previously been circulated to Members. It was agreed to note the document.
63.
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST 2010:

The above expenditure was authorised and approved.
See Appendix “A” (July)
See Appendix “B” (August)

63. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) Dulais House, Water Street, Pontarddulais – demolish and rebuild conservatory. Alter outhouse to bathroom. 1 No. private garage. Rebuild forecourt wall, provide access gates;

(ii) Plas y Coed, Garnswllt – front bay window to RH of front with tile roof, plus a glass roof conservatory to LH of front of house;

(iii) 46 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – use first floor for additional hairdressing facility rather than storage etc.
There were no observations with respect of the above applications. Members were given details on applications (ii) and (iii) at the meeting.
Date
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	APPENDIX "A"

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure transactions for the month of July 2010 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HOWLTA
	
	Annual subscription
	
	£10.00
	£0.00
	£10.00

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£180.00
	£0.00
	£180.00

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24

	One Voice Wales
	2 No. conference delegate fees 
	£130.00
	£0.00
	£130.00

	Clerk
	
	Expenses (inc. quiz & Cheese & wine)
	£349.63
	£9.98
	£359.61

	Festival Committee
	Quiz winners contribution
	£30.00
	£0.00
	£30.00

	Pontarddulais RFC
	Corkage for Cheese & Wine
	£70.00
	£0.00
	£70.00

	Caretaker
	
	Half monthly salary July
	£187.15
	£0.00
	£187.15

	Cleaner
	
	Half monthly salary July
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	Arts Council of Wales
	Night Out Scheme payment
	£175.00
	£0.00
	£175.00

	Lyn Llewellyn
	Internal Audit fee 09/10
	£200.00
	£0.00
	£200.00

	One Voice Wales
	Training fees
	£75.00
	£0.00
	£75.00

	DIY Centre
	Various items
	£7.72
	£1.35
	£9.07

	Clerk
	
	July salary
	£719.97
	£0.00
	£719.97

	Caretaker
	
	Half monthly salary July
	£187.15
	£0.00
	£187.15

	Cleaner
	
	Half monthly salary July
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	British Gas
	Quarter gas
	
	£299.23
	£14.96
	£314.19

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£3,029.67
	£32.43
	£3,062.10
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	APPENDIX "B"

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure transactions for the month of August 2010 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£180.00
	£0.00
	£180.00

	Eisteddfod yr Urdd
	Proceeds from Cheese & Wine
	£590.00
	£0.00
	£590.00

	Clerk
	
	Expenses 
	£48.49
	£0.00
	£48.49

	Caretaker
	
	Half monthly salary August
	£187.05
	£0.00
	£187.05

	Cleaner
	
	Half monthly salary August
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	B. T.
	
	Payphone
	£92.78
	£14.66
	£107.44

	British Gas
	Quarter electricity
	£365.68
	£18.28
	£383.96

	B. T.
	
	Office phone
	£70.33
	£10.73
	£81.06

	C & C of Swansea
	Hanging baskets
	£5,867.12
	£1,026.75
	£6,893.87

	Mayor
	
	Third allowance
	£500.00
	£0.00
	£500.00

	Caretaker
	Half monthly salary August
	£187.05
	£0.00
	£187.05

	Cleaner
	
	Half monthly salary August
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	Clerk
	
	August salary
	£719.97
	£0.00
	£719.97

	Kingfisher Electrical
	Fire alarm repairs
	
	£57.30
	£10.03
	£67.33

	SWALEC
	
	Cenotaph lighting
	
	£7.56
	£0.38
	£7.94

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£9,257.05
	£1,080.83
	£10,337.88
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