Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 02

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 3RD JUNE 2010
PRESENT:

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse  
Cllr R. Waterhouse



Cllr D. Richards

Cllr W. Vonk






Cllr S. Burgess

Cllr E. Davies



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris


Cllr B. Lewis




Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr  P. Penry




Cllr C. Morgan
Prior to commencement of business the Deputy Mayor invited questions from members of the public. Mrs E. Lewis referred to the May Council meeting and the alleged insulting remarks made by Councillors E. Davies and J. Rees. She suggested that Cllr Davies and Cllr Rees had broken the Council’s Code of Conduct and that they should withdraw the remarks and apologise. Cllr Davies stated that he had made his response at the last meeting and had no further comment to make. There ensued a lengthy debate concerning the closure of Highland Terrace.County Councillor J. Miles referred to an e-mail he had received from the City and County of Swansea stating that the road had been closed for safety reasons due to its condition and consequent unsuitability for through vehicular traffic. Between the property called Eryl and 129 Goppa Road the road is not adopted and is therefore not maintained at public expense, and the cost of required improvements to bring the carriageway to an acceptable level would have to be met by the frontagers. It was agreed that the Clerk contacts the City and County of Swansea for further clarification.
22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P. Downing and E. Miles.
23. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest.
24. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 6TH AND 13TH MAY 2010:
The above minutes were accepted as a true record subject to “Cllr P. Waterhouse stated that the motorway and the one way system had affected trade within the town” being deleted from Minutes Number 15 and replaced with “I would have liked to have talked about the effects the motorway and the one-way system had on trade in Pontarddulais, especially when the pavements were widened. However, as I am in dispute with the developer, I could be accused of being biased.I’d like my reasons for not taking part in the discussion, and for not voting to be minuted, please.”
(a) Signage (Min No 12(a)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail response from the City and County of Swansea indicating that the total cost of providing two “Pentrebach” settlement signs was £1807.83.Cllr B. Lewis stated that he could get the signs for £250 from the same supplier as the County. It was agreed that the Clerk contacts the City and County to ascertain whether the Town Council could purchase and erect the signs. 

(b)
Development Proposals – Pontarddulais (Min No 17(j)):
Cllr Richards made reference to the “forged document” referred to in the Director of Regeneration & Housing’s letter to the Council. Cllr Richards stated that the document did not have planning permission but had been discussed in the City and County of Swansea. When questioned about the County’s UDP stamp on the rear of the document he stated that any clerk in the office could have undertaken that task. Cllr Beynon stated that the matter should be left to the police.
25. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:

Cllr Lewis queried the cleanliness of the public toilets in Water Street. Cllr P.J. Waterhouse queried the condition of the pavement in Bolgoed Road. Cllr P. J. Waterhouse also queried the condition of the stone wall opposite Talybont Surgery. Cllr Miles agreed to investigate the above queries.
26. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

Cllr Harris had tabled questions suggesting that a range of data should be requested from the City and County of Swansea due to the continuing concerns of the residents of Pontarddulais that the area is not receiving the same resource invested in developmental opportunities or maintenance of the environment as elsewhere in Swansea. It was agreed that the Clerk requests the information from the City and County of Swansea. 
27. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – guidance on the Code of Conduct for members of local authorities in Wales;
(b) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct complaint made against Councillor D. C. Richards by Mr J. T. Miles;

(c) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct complaint made against Councillor D. C. Richards by Mr W. Vonk;

(d) City & County of Swansea – proposed prohibition of waiting on Alltiago Road, Pontarddulais;

(e) West Glamorgan Archive Service – Annual Report 2009/10;

(f) Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Authority – Draft Annual Action Plan 2011/12;

(g) Licensing applications:

The Clerk presented two e-mails from the City & County of Swansea referring to the licensing procedure under the Licensing Act 2003. It was agreed to object to the granting of a licence with respect to 3 Heol y Maes, Pontarddulais on the grounds that alcohol was already being sold from a premises in close proximity to the applicant’s property. Cllr Beynon referred to a notice of application for a premises licence for 43 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais with proposals for late night refreshment until 4.00am. It was agreed to object to the application on the grounds of the lateness of the opening hours.
(h) Complaints Wales Consultation – {roposals for a common complaints system for public service providers in Wales:

The Clerk reported the above proposals from the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales and it was agreed that Cllr Harris would report back with a view to responding by the 23rd July 2010. 

(i) One Voice Wales 2010 Conference and AGM:

The Clerk reported an invitation to attend the above conference and AGM on Saturday 9th October 2010 at the Bont Pavilion, Pontrhydfendigaid. It was agreed that the Council’s two representatives on the One Voice Wales Swansea Area Committee attend the conference and AGM.

(j) Nant y Moch Wind Farm Public Exhibitions:

The Clerk reported a letter from SSE Renewables regarding the above exhibitions. Since the transport route for the turbine components is likely to be from the port of Swansea they are consulting with those communities along the route. It was agreed that the Clerk request further information concerning the route and transportation size.
28. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor was not present to give his report.
29. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

There were no reports from representatives on outside bodies.
30. TO RECONSIDER STANDING ORDER 11 (Questions from Councillors)

Members considered the wording of Standing Order 11 and agreed to remove the following sentence “ A person to whom a question has been put may decline to answer”. The remainder of Standing Order 11 would be unchanged. 
31. TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2010:

The above expenditure was authorised and approved.

See Appendix “A”
32. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) Plot adjacent to Oakdale, Upper Mill, Pontarddulais – detached bungalow with new bridge to cross Afon Dulais:

(ii) 18 Woodville Street, Pontarddulais – provision of first floor rear extension;

(iii) Plot adjacent to 31 Coedbach, Pontarddulais – one new domestic dwelling.

Objections were made to application (i) above on grounds of flooding, environment and road safety.

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted (salaries and conditions of employment) under the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on the 27th May 2010 the press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting. Councillors Richards and Lewis also withdrew from the meeting.
33. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 27TH MAY 2010:

Cllr Beynon reported on the minutes of the above meeting. Prior to discussing the Clerk’s salary Cllr Bateman declared a personal and prejudicial interest and withdrew from the meeting. Cllr Bateman returned after Members had discussed the Clerk’s salary. It was RESOLVED to approve the Finance Committee’s recommendations with regard to the Clerk’s salary, caretaker’s salary, cleaner’s salary and Clerk’s office. The Clerk agreed to provide a report on the Council’s telephone and broadband usage.
The Clerk reported a request from the caretaker and cleaner that they be paid weekly or fortnightly. RESOLVED that the caretaker and cleaner’s salaries be paid fortnightly.
Date
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of May 2010 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£180.00
	£0.00
	£180.00
	

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24
	

	One Voice Wales
	Annual subs
	£639.00
	£0.00
	£639.00
	

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	£33.88
	£0.00
	£33.88
	

	B. T.
	
	Payphone
	£92.54
	£14.62
	£107.16
	

	Caretaker
	
	May salary
	£370.46
	£0.00
	£370.46
	

	Cleaner
	
	May salary
	£366.04
	£0.00
	£366.04
	

	Hart Home Improvements
	Repairs to Institute window
	£80.00
	£14.00
	£94.00
	

	B. T.
	
	Office phone
	£68.78
	£10.47
	£79.25
	

	Mayor
	
	Third allowance
	£500.00
	£0.00
	£500.00
	

	British Gas Business
	Institute electricity
	£458.54
	£22.93
	£481.47
	

	British Gas Business
	Dantwyn Xmas tree electricity
	£12.91
	£0.65
	£13.56
	

	Clerk
	May salary
	£713.27
	£0.00
	£713.27
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£3,550.52
	£68.81
	£3,619.33
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