Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 7 

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 3RD NOVEMBER  2011
PRESENT:

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards


Cllr W. Vonk



Cllr R. Waterhouse


Cllr C. Morgan




Cllr E. Davies


Cllr S. Burgess



Cllr G. John



Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris



Cllr B. Lewis




Cllr D. Howard-Willis

Cllr  P. Penry




Cllr P. Downing
Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. Mr Dunne, 28 Pantyfelin Road, Pontarddulais referred to the issue of safe pedestrian access on Pantyfelin Lane. He had been unable to receive a satisfactory response from the City and County of Swansea and wondered whether the Town Council could assist. The Clerk suggested that, subject to Council agreement, he contacts the contractor who undertakes footpath maintenance for the Council, and requests he clears the area in question. Members agreed to the Clerk’s suggestion. Mr R. Jenkins, Glasfryn Road queried how many people from Pontarddulais had received employment in the new Tesco store; the bakery in the Tesco store; the new traffic lights and literature distributed by Cllrs Downing and Harris. Cllr Downing commented that the literature in question was not Council business.

82.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were no apologies for absence.
83.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
84. TO RECEIVE AN ADDRESS FROM MR PAUL GREY ON SUSTAINABILITY: 

Mr Grey presented a Powerpoint presentation on the possibilities of a cycle path in and around Pontarddulais. He answered questions from Members and the Mayor thanked him for a very informative and interesting presentation. 
85.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 6TH OCTOBER 2011:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) South Wales Police (Min No 70(a)):
The Clerk advised Members that Tesco were unable to assist with accommodation for the police but would allow the police to house a portacabin in their car park. The Clerk suggested the matter be discussed during his grant update report. Cllrs Downing and Harris declared an interest since the Pontarddulais Partnership was also in discussions with the police over their accommodation problems.
(b) New traffic lights (Min No 75):

The Clerk reported a reply letter and an e-mail response from the City and County of Swansea.

(c) CCTV camera, War Memorial (Min No 77(e)):

The Clerk advised Members that the CCTV camera was now operational and that one camera was also directed onto the rear of St Michael’s Church.

(d) Mining tragedy, Gleision Colliery, Swansea Valley (Min No 77(g)):

The Clerk reported a letter of thanks from Mr Peter Hain MP following the Council’s donation to the appeal fund.

86.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 18th OCTOBER 2011:

Cllr Rees, Chairperson of the above committee, reported on the above minutes. It was agreed to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the railings fronting the War Memorial be painted by the Probation Service under its Community Payback Scheme. Members agreed that the Council accepts liability should any member of the public get any paint on their clothing whilst the work is undertaken. 
87. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 27TH OCTOBER 2011:

Cllr Rees, Chairperson of the above committee, reported on the above minutes. Members agreed to accept the recommendation of the Committee with regard to the tenders received for this year’s Christmas illuminations. Members also agreed to provide an additional 2,000 LED white lights on the tree at the Dulais Glen Gardens at a cost of £650.00.
88. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:
County Councillor Miles referred to the following:
· Pantyfelin Road – not a county matter;

· Tesco – planning conditions cannot include local employment issues;

· New traffic lights – sequence has been adjusted. Exit from Station Garage a problem;

· No 106 agreement on Trinity Place development;

The Mayor agreed to bring forward agenda item 12.

89. TO CONSIDER AND DISCUSS TESCO STORES’S EMPLOYMENT POLICY WITH RESPECT TO THE PONTARDDULAIS STORE:

After considerable discussion it was agreed that the Clerk writes to Tesco querying the following:
· Number of Pontarddulais residents who applied for employment at the store;

· Number of Pontarddulais residents that were successful in gaining employment at the store;

· How were the posts advertised?

· How many registered disabled were employed?

· How does their policy meet the diversity agenda?

· Why did they change their original intention of carrying out interviews in Canolfan y Bont?

It was also agreed to mention the failure to officially invite the Mayor to the opening of the store.
90.
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.
91.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) Performing Right Society – recent changes in law governing the use of copyright music;
(b) Environment Agency – registration of septic tanks;

(c) City and County of Swansea – Appendices to the Charter between City and County of Swansea and Town and Community Councils;

(d) Felingwm Pottery – brochure and price list for momentos for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee;

(e) Ms A. Derrick – letter of thanks to Clerk following clearing of footpath at rear of Ebenezer Chapel, Pentrebach;

(f) Rural Bus Subsidies:

The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of a presentation made to the Community/Town Councils Forum on the 6th October 2011. Cllr Richards stated that the City and County of Swansea had ceased allowing residents with bus passes to travel free on the Heart of Wales Line. It was agreed that the Clerk writes to the City and County of Swansea.
(g) Society of Local Council Clerks:

The Clerk requested Council permission to renew membership of the above organisation. It was agreed that the Clerk renew’s the membership.
(h) Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2011:

The Clerk reported receipt of the above return from the auditors Mazars. There were no issues in respect of which they proposed to qualify their audit opinion. RESOLVED that the Mayor signs and dates Section 3 of the return in accordance with Regulation 9 of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2005 (as amended).

GRANT UPDATE:

The Clerk advised Members that the tender document had gone out on the Buy4Wales website; the tender return date was 21 November 2011; contract commencement date was 12 December 2011 with completion date 30 March 2012. He explained there would be considerable disruption to existing users with the need to relocate users to various other rooms/hall. RESOLVED that the hire fees be reduced by 50% (fifty percent) for the period of the contract. RESOLVED that the police be offered the use of Room 2 as office space at a rent of £25.00 (twenty five pounds) per week. 

The Clerk reminded Members that the Council had agreed to open a “Grant Account” and he now required authority to transfer an additional £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) into the account. RESOLVED that the Clerk be given authority to transfer the said money. 
92.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on her civic duties for the past month. 
93.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr John presented a written report on the One Voice Wales Conference and Annual Meeting which she attended on the 8th October 2011. Cllr Beynon reported on the PACT meeting held on the 1st November 2011. Cllr Harris informed Members that the Pontarddulais Partnership had undertaken certain ground clearance work.
94. TO CONSIDER CHANGING THE PUBLIC QUESTION TIME FROM 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF BUSINESS TO THE END OF THE COUNCIL MEETING:

Cllr Lewis stated that he had received this request from a member of the public. After discussing the matter it was put to a vote with two Members voting for the change. RESOLVED that the public question time remain as at present.
95.
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2011:

The above expenditure was authorised and approved.
See Appendix “A”.
96.

TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY 


CIRCULATED TO ALL COUNCILLORS:
(i) 34 James Street, Pontarddulais – erection of a conservatory (previous planning application No. 2011/0540) 

There were no observations with respect of the above application.
Signed ....................................... 



Date..............................
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	APPENDIX "A"

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure transactions for the month of October 2011 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Caretaker
	
	October salary
	£374.09
	£0.00
	£374.09

	Cleaner
	
	October salary
	£383.91
	£0.00
	£383.91

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	
	
	£149.67
	£3.82
	£153.49

	HMRC
	
	Quarter tax & NI
	£1,684.46
	£0.00
	£1,684.46

	Cathedral Leasing
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£7.02
	£42.12

	C & C of Swansea 
	Non domestic rate
	£188.00
	£0.00
	£188.00

	Community Cinema Group
	Film 01/10
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	P'dulais Festival Comm.
	Donation towards Jubilee Carnival 
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	£1,000.00

	Swansea Valley Miners
	Mining disaster appeal donation
	£100.00
	£0.00
	£100.00

	Mentor Technology
	3 No ink cartridges/1 imaging drum
	£327.15
	£65.43
	£392.58

	C & C of Swansea 
	Trade waste 01/10 - 31/03
	£218.40
	£0.00
	£218.40

	Clerk
	
	October salary
	£1,186.79
	£0.00
	£1,186.79

	Cllr G. John
	OVW conference travel
	£69.71
	£0.00
	£69.71

	British Gas Business
	Quarter gas
	£286.40
	£14.32
	£300.72

	Anchem Laboratories Ltd
	Asbestos survey
	£650.00
	£130.00
	£780.00

	Sterling M & E Contractors
	Periodic Test & report
	£297.00
	£59.40
	£356.40

	Swansea Lift Ltd
	Lift deposit
	
	£7,467.00
	£1,493.40
	£8,960.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Denotes grant expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£14,467.68
	£1,773.39
	£16,241.07
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