Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 04

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 3RD SEPTEMBER  2009
PRESENT:

Cllr E. Davies (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr R. Waterhouse




Cllr S. Burgess

Cllr P.J Watehouse




Cllr E. Miles


Cllr G. Bateman



Cllr D. Beynon

Cllr J. Harris




Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr  P. Penry




Cllr P. Downing

Cllr C. Morgan



Cllr B. Lewis

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. A member of the public complained that the City and County of Swansea had removed nine street lights from Glynhir Road, Pontarddulais. It was alleged that the lighting posts were removed for health and safety reasons. It was agreed that the Clerk requests that the County replace the lights in question.
40. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
There were no apologies for absence.
41. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:
Councillors P. G. Bateman, J. Harris, P. Downing, P. Penry and E. Davies declared a personal interest in any matters relating to the Pontarddulais Partnership and stated that they had received dispensation from the Standards Committee to speak and vote on any such matters.
42.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 2ND JULY 2009:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) River Dulais, Pontarddulais :

The Clerk referred to the complaint received from a member of the public relating to the cleaning of the above river. He stated that he had been in contact with the Environment Agency who had commenced the work but were delayed due to the high water level in the river.

(b) Dispensation under the Standards Committee (Grants of Dispensation)(Wales)Regulations 2001 (Min No 32(a)):

The Clerk reported a letter from the Monitoring Officer, City and County of Swansea confirming the County’s decision to grant dispensation to Cllrs E. Davies, G. Bateman, P. Downing, P. Penry and J. Harris to stay, speak and vote on any matter relating to Pontarddulais Partnership, including matters involving financial assistance up to a maximum total value of £10,000 per annum.
(c) MUGA Lighting, Pontarddulais Comprehensive School (Min No 34 (f)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail from the Pontarddulais Partnership indicating that the lighting costs would be £8,000 (eight thousand pounds). He reminded Members that the Council had committed £6,000 (six thousand pounds) to youth related matters and to date £2,097 had been spent. Cllr Downing proposed that the Council makes a maximum contribution of £4,500 (four thousand five hundred pounds) with that figure being reduced should the Partnership succeed in obtaining a greater part of the difference. Cllr Harris seconded the proposal. Cllr Beynon moved an amendment that the Council’s contribution should be £3,900 (three thousand nine hundred pounds). Cllr Lewis seconded the amendment. On being put to the vote there were 10 votes in favour of the amendment. RESOLVED that the Council’s contribution towards the MUGA lighting should be £3,900 (three thousand nine hundred pounds).
(d) Storing equipment, The Institute, Pontarddulais (Min No 34(g)):

The Clerk confirmed that the Partnership had shown proof of insurance for playworkers using the Institute and that the caretaker had carried out works to ensure that the Clerk’s office and store room were locked.
(e) Proposed commemorative seat, Dulais Glen Gardens, Pontarddulais (Min No 34(h)):

The Clerk advised Members that he had difficulty in arranging a meeting with the contractors and was hopeful that the matter would be resolved shortly.

     43. 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE 


SPECIAL  EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 


THE 16TH JULY AND  6TH AUGUST 2009:

Cllr Rees, Chairperson of the Special Events Committee, reported on the above minutes and explained that the proposed Musical Event in Coedbach Park on the 15th August had been cancelled due to the transporter carrying the stage breaking down and failing to arrive. The Clerk expanded on the details explaining that he received a phone call at 4.00pm on the day of the concert advising of the breakdown. He stated that much work had gone into preparing for the event and suggested that the Council abandon’s any future plans for such an event. Cllr Rees thanked Members of the Committee and the Clerk for their hard work and assistance.Cllr Beynon echoed her sentiments. Cllr Downing requested a financial breakdown of expenditure on the proposed concert.
44.
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.
45.

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. CORRESPONDENCE:
The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) One Voice Wales – update on xchangewales Trial Programme for Community and Town Councils;

(b) Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – review of community boundaries in the City and County of Swansea (further draft proposals);

(c) Welsh Assembly Government – proposals for a Legislative Competence Order relating to community councils and councillor recruitment, retention and allowances;

(d) Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2008 – 2009;

(e) City and County of Swansea – acknowledgement letter following Council’s submission relating to the Consultation Draft Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Guidance;
(f) Swansea Community Health Council – Annual Report 2008 -2009;

(g) Welsh Assembly Government – Tidy Wales Week 2009;
(h) City and County of Swansea – SMAT Forum 5th October 2009;

(i) Alleged Public Footpath from Bridleway No 80 to Footpath No. 82:
The Clerk reported an application to register a public footpath along the above route. Members agreed to fully support the application.

(j) Capel Hope-Siloh, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Secretary of the above Chapel advising that restoration works at the Hope building had commenced on the 6th July. Cllr Burgess reported complaints she had received that some contractors’ vehicles were parking in delivery bays and obstructing the area for legitimate deliveries. Agreed that the Clerk writes to the secretary. Cllr Beynon queried
whether the Pontarddulais Partnership could use the building for their proposed youth drop-in centre.
(k) Welsh Language Scheme:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Welsh Language Board indicating that they had approved the Council’s Welsh Language Scheme. The Clerk thanked Cllr E. Miles for her assistance in preparing and translating the Scheme. The Clerk also presented information from the Welsh Assembly Government on Welsh language policy and legislation.
(l) War Memorials Trust Small Grants Scheme:

The Clerk advised Members that the above organisation were offering a grant of £2,500 (two thousand five hundred pounds) towards restoration works required to the Cenotaph in St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais. The estimated cost of the works was £7995.49. 
RESOLVED that Elliot Ryder Conservation be advised to commence the restoration works.
(m) Mynydd y Gwair, Parish of Mawr:

The Clerk reported a letter from Save our Common Mountain Environment Group regarding the proposed Wind Turbines on the upland common land of Mynydd y Gwair in North Swansea.  He also reported an e-mail from County Councillor I. Richard relating to the same matter. It was agreed that the Council supports their opposition to the proposal.
(n) Notice of Vacancy – Dulais East Ward:

The Clerk advised Members that Cllr D. T. Howells had tendered his resignation and the matter had been referred to the City and County of Swansea. It was agreed that the Clerk writes a letter of thanks to Cllr Howells.

(o) Proposed Service Level Agreement – City and County of Swansea Environment Department and Pontarddulais Town Council:

The Clerk reported a meeting he had with representatives of the County’s waste management team who proposed the above agreement whereby a team of three dedicated workers would be employed in Pontarddulais to deal with litter picking etc. at a cost of £12,000 per annum.  Members discussed the proposal and agreed that the waste management team representatives be invited to address the next Council meeting.
(p) “Help for Heroes” Charity Poster:

The Clerk reported a request from Mr Nicholas Hedges, 2 Clos Alltygog, Pontarddulais to display the above poster in the Institute prior to his running this year’s Swansea Bay 10K event at the end of September. Members agreed to the request.
46. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on his civic duties during the last two months. He then informed Members of an alleged problem with the footpath leading from the Agricultural showfield to Pentre Road, Pontarddulais. Cllr R. Waterhouse declared a personal interest in the matter and took no part in the proceedings. Cllr Rees stated that it was still possible for members of the public to walk the footpath. It was agreed that the Clerk writes to the City and County of Swansea for clarification with respect to the footpath and the works undertaken by the Agricultural Society.

47. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:
Cllr Bateman reported on a One Voice Wales Swansea Area Committee meeting she had attended on the 13th August 2009. Cllr Harris reported that the Pontarddulais Partnership was now part of the Western Valleys Initiative.
Due to the confidential nature of some of the business to be transacted under agenda items 9 and 10 it was agreed that agenda items 11 and 12 be discussed prior to excluding the public.
48. TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST 2009:
See Appendix”A” and Appendix “B”.

RESOLVED that the expenditure for July and August 2009 be authorised and approved.

49. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:
(i) 4 Pleasant Villas, Pontarddulais – single storey side extension to existing dwelling;

(ii) 56 Twyniago Road, Pontarddulais – proposed bedroom extension for en-suite;

(iii) Land between 107 & 113 Goppa Road, Pontarddulais – proposed construction of one detached dwelling & one detached garage block & games room;

(iv) 28 James Street, Pontarddulais – rear single storey conservatory;

(v) 7 Glynteg Road, Pontarddulais – ground floor rear twin bedroom, lobby and shower room extension;

(vi) Central Garage, St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – 1 No. pole mounted internally illuminated double sided display unit;

(vii) 4 Glasfryn Road, Pontarddulais – rear extension;

(viii) Blaen Nant, Alltygraban Road, Pontarddulais – proposed side and rear extension.

There were no observations made concerning the above applications.

Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public leave the meeting during consideration of the next two agenda items.
50. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REPORT ON THE FUTURE OF CANOLFAN Y BONT:

The Clerk had previously circulated all correspondence received from Gorseinoin College referring to Canolfan y Bont. He added that together with the Mayor and Cllr Beynon they had met with the Vice-Principal, Mr Paul Harris and the Director of Innovation Mrs Gill Davies. Gorseinon College were proposing that the Town Council enter into a lease agreement with them for the running of the building. There would be a peppercorn rent and the estimated running costs were £30/35k. The Clerk stated that Gorseinon College would close the Canolfan if the Council did not take on the lease. After a thorough discussion Cllr D. C. Richards proposed that the Council rejects the offer of taking over the building. The proposal was seconded by Cllr B. Lewis. Cllr Downing moved an amendment that the matter be referred to the Finance Committee for consideration. The amendment was seconded by Cllr J. Harris. On being put to the vote the amendment was carried by 11 votes to 2 with Cllrs R and P. J. Waterhouse abstaining from the vote. 
RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Finance Committee for discussion.
51. TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE QUOTATIONS RECEIVED FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE CENTRAL HEATING BOILER IN THE INSTITUTE:

The Clerk advised Members that he had requested quotations from Connaught Gas Services (referred from British Gas Business), Gasco (Wales) Ltd, Wayne Lewis Gas Services Ltd and Lee Clayfield Plumbing & Heating. He had only received a quotation from Connaught in the sum of £6,379 (six thousand three hundred and seventy nine pounds). RESOLVED that the above quotation be accepted.
Date
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