Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 7 

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 4TH NOVEMBER 2010
PRESENT:

Cllr P. Downing (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr W. Vonk



Cllr R. Waterhouse

Cllr P.J Watehouse




Cllr E. Davies

Cllr D. Beynon



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr B. Lewis



Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr J. Harris







Cllr  P. Penry


Cllr C. Morgan




Cllr S. Burgess

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. R. Jenkins stated that he had requested financial information from the Clerk and to date had not received it. He was advised to put his request in writing and the matter would be dealt with under the Freedom of Information Act. Mrs E. Lewis queried why the comments she made at the last meeting were not minuted. It was explained that this fifteen minute period is for questions and not statements etc. Mrs Lewis requested an assurance from the Council that they would do everything to protect the War Memorial. The Mayor explained that the question of security of the War Memorial was on the agenda and would be discussed later in the meeting. Questions were raised concerning the Councl’s Service Level Agreement with the City and County of Swansea. It was agreed that the weekly worksheet for the County workers be displayed in the Council’s noticeboard.
80. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E. Miles.
81. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

Councillors P. Downing, J. Harris. G. Bateman, P. Penry and E. Davies declared a personal and prejudicial interest in correspondence relating to Pontarddulais Partnership and stated that they had received dispensation from the Standards Sub-Committee to stay, speak and vote.
82. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 7TH OCTOBER 2010:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) To receive and consider the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 2nd September 2010 (Min No 66):

Cllr Vonk stated that Cllr Richards had not been exonerated, the Ombudsman deciding that since Cllr Vonk had not sent written eidence from Cllr Harris he could not proceed. Cllr Vonk had assumed that the Ombudsman would have contacted Cllr Harris directly. Cllr Vonk continued by stating that any threats made to him by Cllr Richards were foolish as Cllr Richards had brought the matter of the complaint to the public notice following his press release. Cllr Vonk cocluded that Cllr Richards had brought his threats to public notice by insisting that his threatening statement was minuted.

(b) Highland Terrace, Pontarddulais (Min No 66(a)):

The Clerk reported a reply letter from the City and County of Swansea breaking down the cost of the recent road closure. Members were unhappy with the lack of detailed figures and it was agreed that the City and County of Swansea be requested to provide evidence of how the decision was made and the cost involved. 
(c) Easier Access Pogramme at Rural Train Stations in Wales (Min No 74):

The Clerk reported a further letter from the Welsh Assembly Government indicating that Penybont station in Powys and Pembrey and Burry Port station in Carmarthenshire would not require easier access installations.  
83. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:
County Councillor Miles reported on the following:

· He had contacted Tesco’s land agents regarding the coping stones in Station Road;

· An enforcement order has been issued regarding the Camffrwd problem;

· He welcomed the Council’s decision to request further information regarding the Highland Terrace road closure;

· He had written to the Head of Leisure Services following the Council’s request for information under the Freedom of Information Act. He agreed to e-mail the reply to the Clerk.
84. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were questions tabled.
85.

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) National Asembly for Wales – inquiry into the accessibility of railway stations in Wales;

(b) Cllr E. Miles – letter of thanks following the gift from the Mayor;

(c) Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service – Annual Action Plan;

(d) Swansea Waste Forum – meeting 9th November 2010;

(e) Carmarthenshire County Council – LDP Delivery Agreement Revision;
(f) The Cenotaph, St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais:
The Clerk reported a progress report from Elliott Ryder Conservation and explained that they were having difficulties removing the staining from the marble. The contractor had suggested another specialist product and it was agreed that he proceeds with further attempts to remove the staining.

(g) Canolfan y Bont:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Chairman of the Pontarddulais Partnership requesting financial assistance from the Council. Cllr Beynon reminded Members that it had not been a viable proposition for the Council to take over the running of the Canolfan. Cllrs Harris and Lewis stated that the Council had already allocated £2,000 to assist the Partnership. Cllr Richards stated that the Partnership had only taken over the Canolfan in the last few months and they were now requesting assistance from the Council. Cllr Richards then proposed that the Council assists the Partnership with a donation of £2,000. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Lewis. Cllr Beynon moved an amendment that the Council awaits a balance sheet prior to making a decision. Cllr  P. J. Waterhouse seconded the amendment. On being put to the vote the proposal was carried by 10 votes to 4. RESOLVED that the Council makes a donation of £2,000 (two thousand pounds) to Pontarddulais Partnership to assist with the running costs of Canolfan y Bont. 
(h) Society of Local Council Clerks:

The Clerk reported a letter from the above Society explaining the benefits of membership. It was agreed to renew the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks.

86.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on his civic duties over the past month.
87.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Bateman reported on her attendance at the One Voice Wales Annual Meeting and Conference, the Swansea Area Committee meeting of the same organisation and the Standards Sub Committee meeting. Cllr Harris reported on the Pontarddulais Partnership.
88. TO CONSIDER THE SUGGESTION THAT THE COUNCIL SHOULD SET UP A PLANNING GROUP TO DISCUSS VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTS IN PONTARDDULAIS:

Cllr Harris queried whether there was any interest in forming the above group. Cllr Richards stated that local residents were in the process of forming a pressure group to which he and Cllr Lewis had been invited to join. After considerable discussion it was agreed to place this matter on next month’s agenda.
89. TO CONSIDER THE SECURITY OF THE CENOTAPH SITE IN ST TEILO STREET, PONTARDDULAIS:

Cllr Beynon referred to the act of vandalism resulting in one of the statue’s hands being broken and disappearing.  Members considered various options and agreed that the Clerk investigates the possibility of providing a CCTV camera sited within the grounds of the library.
90. TO RE-APPROVE THE ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2010:

The Clerk reported a letter from Mazars, the Council’s Appointed Auditors, indicating that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. It was their intention to issue an unqualified certificate and opinion and stated that the Responsible Financial Officer should now re-certify Section 1 and the Council should then re-approve the Annual Return and the Chair of the meeting should re-sign Section 1 and Section 2. RESOLVED that the Council re-approves the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010. The Responsible Financial Officer and the Mayor then duly re-signed the appropriate sections of the Annual Return. 
91. TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2010:
The expenditure for the month of October was authorised and approved.

See Appendix”A”
92.
TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(a) 79 Goppa Road, Pontarddulais – proposed kitchen extension;
(b) 2 Nant Dawel, Pontarddulais – application for property to have a mixed use order class F1(c)(ii). 
(c) 25 Golwg y Twr, Pontarddulais – Conversion of internal garage to residential use. Extension at first floor level to provide bedroom & additional bathroom;

(d) 28 Glanyrafon Road, Pontarddulais – rear conservatory;

(e) 93 Pentre Road, Pontarddulais – internal alterations and extension;

(f) The Old Paddock, Heol y Barna, Pontarddulais – side extension & conservatory;

(g) 119 Goppa Road, Pontarddulais – proposed rear first floor bedroom extension.

There were no observations with respect to the above applications.
Signed ....................................... 



Date..............................
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of October 2010 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Caretaker
	
	Half October salary
	
	£187.05
	£0.00
	£187.05

	Cleaner
	
	Half October salary
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	Royal British Legion
	Remembrance Day Wreath
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Paul Bastian & Associates
	Consultation fees for grant aid works
	£300.00
	£52.50
	£352.50

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	£51.82
	£0.59
	£52.41

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£180.00
	£0.00
	£180.00

	Morgan & Morgan
	Stationery & cleaning materials
	£86.86
	£15.21
	£102.07

	Cllr P. G. Bateman
	Exp to One Voice Wales Conference
	£68.09
	£0.00
	£68.09

	Caretaker
	
	Half October salary
	£187.15
	£0.00
	£187.15

	Cleaner
	
	Half October salary
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	C & C of Swansea
	Trade waste 01/10/10 to 31/03/11
	£197.60
	£34.58
	£232.18

	Morgan & Morgan
	Stationery & cleaning materials 
	£27.59
	£4.83
	£32.42

	Clerk
	
	October salary
	£719.97
	£0.00
	£719.97

	PVSL
	
	Video screening licence renewal
	£81.00
	£14.18
	£95.18

	Community Cinema Group
	Film 02/10
	
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	One Voice Wales
	2 delegates fees to planning seminar
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£2,468.90
	£128.03
	£2,596.93
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