Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 13

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH MARCH  2010
PRESENT:

Cllr P. Downing (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards


Cllr D. Beynon



Cllr R. Waterhouse


Cllr P.J Waterhouse




Cllr E. Miles



Cllr C. Morgan



Cllr G. Bateman


Cllr S. Burgess



Cllr J. Harris



Cllr B. Lewis




Cllr W. Vonk



Cllr  P. Penry

Prior to commencement of business the Deputy Mayor invited questions from members of the public. Members of the public queried why the Council had not called a public meeting to discuss possible developments from the Tesco development towards Pentre Road, Pontarddulais. The Deputy Mayor explained that the Special meeting called on the 18th February 2010 was to consider and make recommendations on the Pontarddulais Draft Regeneration Profile produced by the City and County of Swansea’s Regeneration and Housing Department. Following considerable debate it was agreed that the consideration of a public meeting be placed on the agenda of the April 2010 Council meeting.
123.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Davies and D. Howard-Willis.
124.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest.
125. TO RECEIVE AN ADDRESS FROM MR HUW JONES, A RESIDENT OF PENTRE ROAD, PONTARDDULAIS:

Prior to the address Cllr Richards queried in what capacity Mr Jones was making his presentation. Mr Jones explained that he was representing residents of 66 to 76 (excluding 70) and 79 to 101 Pentre Road, Pontarddulais. He maintained that any new roadway junction onto Pentre Road should exit by the cemetery and based his remarks on considerations of planning, road safety and environmental impact. Mr Jones was thanked for his presentation.
126.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH FEBRUARY 2010:
The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a)
Mynydd y Gwair, Swansea (Minute No 110(c)):
Cllr P. J. Waterhouse stated that her son had informed the City and County of Swansea of the error in contact details concerning the appeal relating to the above planning application.
127 .
 RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 18TH FEBRUARY 2010:

The above minutes were accepted as  a true record subject to the addition that members of the public were excluded from the meeting after agenda item 121.
128.
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.
129.
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) Welsh Assembly Government – review of councillors’ allowances regulations;
(b) Town & Country Planning Acts Section 78 Appeal – land part of Llandremor Farm, Pontarddulais;

(c) Signage:

The Clerk reported an e-mail reply from the City and County of Swansea stating that “Pentrebach” signs on two posts would cost £474.60 per sign and “Twinned with Cobh” on existing street furniture would cost £48.99 per sign. All costs were exclusive of Traffic Management and fees. It was agreed that the Clerk writes to the City and County of Swansea explaining that the “Pentrebach” signs should be erected and paid for by the City and County of Swansea.

(d) Review of the Planning application system in Wales:

The Clerk reported an e-mail from One Voice Wales providing information on the above review being conducted by GVA Grimley on behalf of the Welsh Assembly Government. The Deputy Mayor explained that the consultants report would be available on their website from the 8th March and if there were any matters of concern they would be placed on the agenda of a future meeting.
(e) Inquiry into the accessibility of railway stations in Wales:

The Clerk reported correspondence from the National Assembly’s Equality of Opportunity Committee seeking evidence on accessibility issues relating to railway stations in Wales. It was agreed to inform the Committee that in the railway station in Pontarddulais there were problems with the platform height and wheelchair accessibility onto he trains.
(f) Comite de Jumelage, Hourtin, France:

The Clerk reported a letter from the President of the Hourtin Twinning Committee requesting contact names to facilitate new exchanges with Pontarddulais. It was agreed to ask the Comprehensive School if they were still interested in maintaining ties with Hourtin.

(g) Local Government Act 1972 – Section 56(1) – Review of Community Boundaries in the City and County of Swansea:

The Clerk advised Members that there were no issues of concern for Pontarddulais within the Commission’s Final Proposals.

(h) Membership of One Voice Wales 2010 – 11:

The Clerk reported an invitation for the Council to renew its membership of One Voice Wales from April 2010 at a cost of £639. Cllr Vonk opposed the renewal and Cllrs Bateman, Rees and Penry supported membership renewal. On being put to a vote it was agreed by 9 votes to 4 to renew membership of One Voice Wales for 2010 -11.

(i) Training opportunity organised by the Gwent Consortium:

The Clerk reported details of a training event in Cwmbran on the 15th March 2010 for Members of Unitary Authorities and Town and Community Councils. Cllr Harris stated that she may be available and agreed to consult with the Clerk prior to the 10th March.

(j) Alleged Public Footpath from Bolgoed Road to the former Graig Merthyr Colliery, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk reported an application to register a public footpath from Bolgoed Road to the former Graig Merthyr Colliery. It was agreed to support the above application.

(k) Graveyard Maintenance:

The Clerk reported requests from Capel y Triniti, St Teilo Church and Goppa Chapel for financial assistance towards their graveyard maintenance. It was explained that the grant had remained at £100 for many years and Cllr Bateman suggested that it be increased to £150 (one hundred and fifty pounds). RESOLVED that Capel y Triniti, St Teilo Church and Goppa Chapel receive a grant of £150 towards their graveyard maintenance.
(l) Jake Graham, 14 Water Street, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk reported a letter from Mr Martin Graham requesting financial support for his son, Jake, who has qualified for the Welsh International Fly Fishing Team. It was agreed that the Mayor considers making a donation from his allowance.
130. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Deputy Mayor informed Members that he had attended Jenkins Bakery in St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais following the refurbishment of the shop. They had presented him with a cake which he had donated to the Pontarddulais Senior Citizens.
131. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Bateman reported that she had attended a meeting of One Voice Wales’s Swansea Area Committee. Cllr Downing reported on a school governors meeting in Pontarddulais Primary School.
132. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:

Cllr Miles was questioned on various matters and gave the following answers:
· He will investigate the erection of “Pentrebach” signs;

· Lidl will be erected next to the pump house;

· Lidl will make a financial contribution if a new road is constructed from Tesco to Pentre Road;

· The schedule for road gulley cleaning is twice yearly but has been undertaken four times in Pontarddulais;

· Tesco will retract the £1 million offer for the construction of a new road towards Pentre Road if the second phase planning application is not accepted; 

· Plans have not yet been submitted for the proposed Lidl store;

· The ruling party in the City and County of Swansea state that they will switch off street lighting in certain areas.
133. TO DETERMINE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:

Members had before them applications from the following organisations:
Organisations within the community:

(i) Pontarddulais U3A

(ii) Pontarddulais Age Concern

(iii) Pontarddulais & District Community Car Scheme

(iv) Pontarddulais Town AFC

(v) Pontarddulais Town AFC Juniors

(vi) Pontarddulais Senior Citizens

(vii) Pontarddulais & Hendy Disabled Association

(viii) Pontarddulais Town Band

(ix) Friends of Llandeilo Talybont Old Church

Cllrs Richards, R. Waterhouse and P. J. Waterhouse declared an interest in the Community Car Scheme application and when discussed they vacated the room. Cllr Downing declared an interest in the Pontarddulais Town AFC applications and when discussed he vacated the room. Cllrs R and P. J. Waterhouse and J. Rees declared an interest in the Friends of Llandeilo Talybont Old Church application and when discussed they vacated the room. RESOLVED that a donation of £250 (two hundred and fifty pounds) be made to each of the above organisations

Organisations outside the community:

(i)
Llangollen International Eisteddfod
(ii)
Wales Air Ambulance

(iii)
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales

(iv)
Llanelli Guide Dogs for the Blind

(v)
Shelter Cymru

(vi)
Alzheimer’s Society Swansea

(vii)
Fforest Uchaf Horse and Pony Sanctuary

(viii)
NSPCC

(ix)
British Heart Foundation

(x)
Victim Support Cymru

(xi)
Mencap Cymru

RESOLVED that a donation of £75 (seventy five pounds) be made to Wales Air Ambulance, Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales, Llanelli Guide Dogs for the Blind and Alzheimer’s Society Swansea. RESOLVED that no donation be made to Llangollen International Eisteddfod. RESOLVED that, since they did not comply with the Council’s grant awarding policy, the applications from Fforest Uchaf Horse and Pony Sanctuary, NSPCC, British Heart Foundation, Victim Support Cymru and Mencap Cymru be not entertained. Cllr P. J. Waterhouse proposed that no donation be made to Shelter Cymru. It was seconded by Cllr Lewis. Cllr J. Rees moved an amendment that a donation of £75 pounds be made to Shelter Cymru. The amendment was seconded by Cllr Vonk. On being put to the vote there were 6 in favour and six against. The Deputy Mayor used his casting vote to vote in favour of the amendment. RESOLVED that a donation of £75(seventy five pounds) be made to Shelter Cymru. 
134. TO CONSIDER A FUNDRAISING EVENING FOR THE PONTARDDULAIS APPEAL FOR THE URDD EISTEDDFOD IN SWANSEA IN 2011:

Councillors Miles and Bateman spoke on the above agenda item and queried whether the Council would consider financing another evening under the Arts Council for Wales’s Night Out Scheme. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Special Events Committtee.
135.
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY:

RESOLVED that the above expenditure be authorised and approved.
See Appendix “A”.

135. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) 104 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – change of opening hours;
(ii) 7 Glynteg Road, Pontarddulais – single storey rear extension (amended plans);
(iii) Fountain Inn, Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – refurbishment of pub, restaurant and letting rooms. Reconfiguration of kitchen and an extension to the cellar and rear internal space. Remodelling of the beer garden and improvement of car park facilities;

(iv) 120 Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – rear roof extension (appeal following refusal of planning permission);

(v) 18 Glynhir Road, Pontarddulais – single storey bedroom & en-suite extension to the rear of the property all in accordance with the Disabled Facilities Grant Ref. 070611;

(vi) Bolgoed Isaf, Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – erection of double storey rear extension;
(vii) 53 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – conversion of detached garage to a granny annexe, increase in ridge height and insertion of dormers. 

With respect to application (i) above the Council was opposed to a further increase in take-away establishments. It was agreed that in respect to application (iii) above the Council makes observations regarding disability access.
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of February 2010 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cathedral Leasing
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24

	British Gas Business
	Quarterly gas
	£1,545.75
	£270.50
	£1,816.25

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	£43.53
	£0.00
	£43.53

	Kingfisher Electrical
	Replace floodlights/emer ligh/boiler
	£205.00
	£35.88
	£240.88

	B. T.
	
	Payphone
	£98.94
	£15.69
	£114.63

	Shakespeare Coffee Co
	Wall mounted boiler
	£450.00
	£78.75
	£528.75

	B. T.
	
	Office phone
	£67.43
	£10.13
	£77.56

	Morgan & Morgan
	Toilet roll dispensers etc
	£93.74
	£16.41
	£110.15

	R. T. Electrics Ltd
	Christmas illuminations
	£6,188.90
	£1,083.06
	£7,271.96

	British Gas Business
	Quarterly electricity
	£350.34
	£17.52
	£367.86

	Vaughan Sound Systems
	Remembrance Day PA (Part)
	£139.92
	£24.49
	£164.41

	British Gas Business
	Dantwyn Xmas tree electricity
	£10.08
	£0.50
	£10.58

	Community Cinema Group
	Film 06/02
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Caretaker
	February salary
	£370.46
	£0.00
	£370.46

	Cleaner
	
	February salary
	£406.44
	£0.00
	£406.44

	Clerk
	
	February salary
	£713.27
	£0.00
	£713.27

	Caretaker
	
	Reimb trolley repairs/toilet rolls
	£22.98
	£0.00
	£22.98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£10,791.88
	£1,559.07
	£12,350.95
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