Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 07

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH NOVEMBER 2009
PRESENT:

Cllr E. Davies (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr D. T. Howells




Cllr R. Waterhouse

Cllr P.J Watehouse




Cllr E. Miles


Cllr E. Davies



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris


Cllr  P. Penry



Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr C. Morgan



Cllr P. Downing

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. There were no questions received.
67. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr B. Lewis.
68. TO RECEIVE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FROM NEWLY CO-OPTED MEMBER:

Councillor W. Vonk duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was countersigned by the Clerk. The Mayor welcomed Cllr Vonk to his first Council meeting.
69.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
70.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 1ST OCTOBER 2009:
The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) Handrail, Institute stairs (Min No 55):

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse queried whether there had been any progress in providing a handrail to the Institute stairs. The Clerk advised Members that the caretaker had agreed to fix a new handrail provided the materials were purchased by the Council. Members agreed that the offer be accepted and the Clerk arranges delivery of the materials.

(b) Proposed commemorative seat, Dulais Glen Gardens, Pontarddulais )Min No 55(a)):

The Clerk informed Members that he had received suggestions from Councillors P. J. Waterhouse and D. Beynon on possible suitable sites for the above seat. Cllr Waterhouse had suggested the proposed walkway into the new Tesco development and Cllr Beynon had suggested Dulais Road where there used to be a seat provided by the City and County of Swansea. After much deliberation and further site suggestions it was agreed that the Clerk writes to the developers of the Tesco site and the City and County of Swansea to seek their views.

(c) Capel Hope-Siloh, Pontarddulais (Min No 55(c)):

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse stated that there was still a problem with contractors vehicles parking outside the above property.

(d) Pontarddulais Railway Station (Min No 59(b)):

Cllr Morgan complained that the works being undertaken to improve the environment surrounding the railway station was unsatisfactory. Cllr Burgess disagreed with his contention and stated that the area was much improved.

(e) Festival Committee (Min No 59(g)):

The Clerk reported a letter of thanks from the Pontarddulais, Hendy and District Festival Committee following receipt of the Council’s donation of £40 towards the cost of chocolates during the Christmas Parade.

(f) South Wales Police – Your Priorities Consultation (Min No 59(i)):

The Clerk stated that he had received one completed questionnaire from a Member of the Council.

(g) Fountain Inn, Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais (Min No 66):

The Clerk informed Members that the City and County of Swansea had confirmed that there had not been a planning application with respect to works being undertaken at the above premises. It was agreed that the Clerk enquires whether permission is required for the above works.
71. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH OCTOBER 2009:

Cllr J. Rees, Chairperson of the above committee, reported on the above minutes. It was agreed to accept the recommendation that consultant chartered surveyors be employed to draw up a tender document for the internal redecoration of the Institute. 
72. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):
There were no questions received.
73.

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) One Voice Wales – response to Proposed Local Government Order and submission on the Order;

(b) Electricity Alliance – notification of preparation works for the refurbishment of the overhead electricity line between Pembroke power station and Swansea sub-station;

(c) Edwin Hart AM – copy of statement by Leighton Andrews, Deputy Minister for Regeneration on Community Asset Transfer Partnership and Programme;

(d) Alun Cairns AM – letter regarding sand dredging off the Gower coast;
(e) Cllr N. Hodges, Barry Town Council – e-mail regarding town or community councillors speaking at Local Planning Authority meetings;
(f) Welsh Local Government Association – information on Swine Flu;

(g) Swansea Network 50+ - invitation to the Annual Meeting on the 25th November 2009;

(h) Parish Online:

The Clerk informed Members that he had received correspondence relating to a new service being launched in the autumn of 2009 which helps local councils to manage their business and communicate with their citizens more effectively through the use of digital maps and aerial photography. The cost was £10 per annum per 1000 head of population. RESOLVED that the Council subscribes to the above service.

(i) Review of Community Wards:

The Clerk reported a letter from the City and County of Swansea requesting comments on the following proposals:

· Move the whole of Glynllwchwr Road and Coedbach into Dulais West Ward;

· Upper Mill, which is currently divided between three wards should be included wholly within the boundary of the same community ward.

RESOLVED to recommend to the City and County of Swansea

· that the whole of Glynllwchwr Road and Coedbach be moved into the Dulais West Ward and 
· Upper Mill be moved into the Dulais East Ward.

(j) Kitchen, Institute, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Secretary of the Pontarddulais Senior Citizens complaining that the capacity of the wall mounted hot water boiler in the above kitchen was of insufficient capacity to meet their needs. Cllr Morgan declared a personal interest and took no part in the discussion. The Clerk advised Members that he had consulted with various suppliers and it was agreed that the matter be deferred to the end of the meeting.

(k) Consultation: Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009 – statutory guidance:

The Clerk reported receipt of two consultation guidance documents – Reforming the Wales Programme for Improvement (WPI) and Collaborative Community Planning. It was agreed that the matter be placed on the agenda of the December Council meeting.
(l) Land South of the A48:

Cllr Beynon reported a letter he had received from Hygrove Holdings regarding the development of land South of the A48. They are currently investigating the possibility of constructing a bypass around the town from the Gwyn Hotel to Pentre Road. The letter referred to the possibility of the Town Council compulsory purchasing the showfield. Cllr R. Waterhouse declared a personal interest and took no part in the discussion. It was agreed to invite representatives from Hygrove Holdings to address the next Council meeting.
74.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor repported on his civic duties for the past month. He referred to Cllr Beynon completing a Crime Fighters Training Programme and congratulated him on the achievement.
75.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Bateman produced a written report on her attendance at a One Voice Wales Swansea Area Committee Meeting and the One Voice Wales Annual Meeting and Conference.Cllr Harris informed Members that the Pontarddulais Partnership was discussing the possibility of taking over Canolfan y Bont.

76.

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON A PROPOSED SERVICE 

LEVEL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNCIL AND THE 

CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA’S ENVIRONMENT 


DEPARTMENT:

Members had before them a copy of the Draft Service Level Agreement. The agreement would initially cost the Council £12,000 per annum plus a one off fee of £500 for advertising the agreement.  After considerable discussion and comment Cllr Beynon proposed that the Council enter into a one year trial agreement which would include the maintenance of the Memorial Gardens. Cllr Downing seconded the proposal. On being put to the vote the proposal was defeated by 13 votes to 2. RESOLVED that the Council doed not enter into a Servive Level Agreement with the City and County’s Environment Department.
77. 
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR 
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2009:
See Appendix “A”.

RESOLVED that the expenditure for the month of October 2009 be authorised and approved.
78.
TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) Llysgwyn Nursing Home, Caecerrig Road, Pontarddulais – proposed 2 bed extension to existing residential nursing home:
(ii) 39 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – erection of private garage;

(iii) 12 Pentre Road, Pontarddulais – to use the current garage as a store room and the attached store room to be used as an office to run an internet based business;

(iv) Siloh Chapel, Oakfield Street, Pontarddulais – demolition of existing chapel and vestry and construction of 2 pairs of semi detached houses;

(v) Vacant land adjacent to Trinity Close, Pontarddulais – construction of two dwelling units with associated external works;

(vi) 4 Glynhir Road, Pontarddulais – first floor side extension;

(vii) 26 Pantiago Road, Pontarddulais – to set up lamp working studio/workshop;

(viii) Talybont Surgery, Station Road, Pontarddulais – closing off covered area between ex. Group practice surgery & pharmacy. The area formed will house storage room & office for phlebotomist;

(ix) Land at rear of Ger y Pant, Pontarddulais – construction of 12 space parking area (Council Development Regulations 2).

There were no observations made to the above applications. Cllr Richards queried the County’s policy on advising neighbours of planning applications and stated that neighbours of 12 Pentre Road (iii above) had not been consulted on that proposal. It was agreed that the Clerk seeks clarification from the County.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (admission of Meetings) Act 1060 it was RESOLVED that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public leave the meeting during consideration of the following:

Hot Water Boiler, Institute kitchen:

The Clerk provided quotations for the replacement of the above boiler as follows:

PHS Waterlogic Wall Boiler:

Purchase Option - £845 plus VAT and annual maintenance/servicing of £194 per annum plus VAT.

Rental Option - £364 per annum plus VAT including servicing call-outs, parts, labour and warranty.

AquAid:

Purchase Option - £450 including first year’s warranty.

Rental Option - £295 per annum including maintenance and service.

The Clerk explained that both quotations were for a boiler that would supply approximately 40 cups of hot water in one draw.

Cllr Downing proposed that the Council accepts the AquAid quotation of £450. Cllr Bateman seconded the proposal. Cllr Harris moved an amendment that the Clerk seeks further information on a greater capacity boiler. Cllr Richards seconded the amendment. On being put to the vote the amendment was carried by 10 votes to 5. RESOLVED that the Clerk obtains further quotations for hot water boilers capable for producing approximately 80 cups of hot water in one draw. 
Date: 03 December 2009 
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of November 2009 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	British Gas Business
	Quarterly gas
	
	£517.32
	£25.86
	£543.18

	C & C of Swansea
	Trade waste 01/03/09 - 30/09/09
	£171.60
	£25.74
	£197.34

	C & C of Swansea
	Trade waste 01/10/09 - 31/03/10
	£171.60
	£25.74
	£197.34

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	
	
	£150.53
	£5.68
	£156.21

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	
	£215.00
	£0.00
	£215.00

	Cathedral Leasing
	Hire of dustmat etc
	
	£35.10
	£5.27
	£40.37

	B. T.
	
	Payphone
	
	
	£91.45
	£12.36
	£103.81

	SLCC
	
	Annual subs
	
	£133.00
	£0.00
	£133.00

	Community Cinema Group
	Film 07/11
	
	
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	Tirgwaidd Garden Maintenance
	Cenotaph maintenance 2009
	£930.00
	£139.50
	£1,069.50

	British Gas Business
	Quarterly electricity
	
	£249.38
	£12.47
	£261.85

	Caretaker
	
	November salary
	
	£370.46
	£0.00
	£370.46

	Cleaner
	
	November salary
	
	£406.44
	£0.00
	£406.44

	Clerk
	
	November salary
	
	£713.27
	£0.00
	£713.27

	Morgan & Morgan
	Stationery
	
	
	£74.54
	£11.16
	£85.70

	B. T.
	
	Office phone
	
	£64.73
	£8.35
	£73.08

	SWALEC
	
	Cenotaph lighting
	
	£0.35
	£0.02
	£0.37

	Mazars
	
	External audit fee year to 31/03/09
	
	
	£550.00
	£82.50
	£632.50

	British Gas Business
	
	Dantwyn Park electricity
	
	
	£5.48
	£0.27
	£5.75

	Williams & Saunders
	
	Christmas trees
	
	
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	£1,000.00

	Connaught Gas
	
	50% boiler replacement fee
	
	
	£3,189.50
	£478.43
	£3,667.93

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£9,089.75
	£833.35
	£9,923.10
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