Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 4 

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 7TH JULY 2011
PRESENT:

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards


Cllr W. Vonk



Cllr R. Waterhouse


Cllr P. Downing



Cllr E. Miles



Cllr E. Davies



Cllr G. Bateman


Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr D. Howard-Willis

Cllr C. T. Morgan
Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. Mrs M. Footman, Caecerrig Road, Pontarddulais requested the Council ensures that any Section 106 money from the Tesco development will be spent in Pontarddulais. It was agreed that the Clerk queries the matter with the City and County of Swansea.
36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Harris, P. Penry, S, Burgess and B. Lewis.
37. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
38.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2ND JUNE 2011:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) Sustainable Swansea (Min No 26):
The Clerk reported a reply e-mail from the above organisation highlighting certain costings for the printing of fliers. The e-mail was noted.

(b) Fishguard train timetable (Min No 29(c)):

The Clerk reported further correspondence from the Welsh Government concerning the five additional trains to/from Fishguard Harbour Station.

(c) Pontarddulais & Hendy Festival Committee (Min No 29(e)):

The Clerk reported a reply e-mail from the above organisation noting costings for various  events for next year’s carnival. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Special Events Committee.

(d) Menter Iaith Abertawe (Min No 29(f)):
The Clerk advised Members that he had met with a representative from the above organisation who were prepared to translate the Council minutes and various other documents.
(e) To consider the request for regular public meetings (Min No 32):

The Clerk reported an e-mail response he had received from the website designers indicating various options available. It was agreed to arrange for the designers to place an “Enquiry Form” on the Council’s website thus allowing members of the public to raise any issues via the site.
38. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 9TH JUNE 2011:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.

Cllr Richards stated that he and Cllr Lewis were requesting a public meeting to take place on the 16th September 2011 to consider the Candidate Sites submitted to the City and County of Swansea under the LDP process. The Mayor confirmed that the Council would call the public meeting and a representative from the City and County’s Planning Section would be invited to address the public on the Candidate Sites.
39. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:
Cllr Miles expanded on the Candidate Sites and suggested the Council queries what sites are likely to go forward into the LDP. He stated that there was £200.000 available under the 106 agreement with Tesco and they were meeting on Monday to pursue the possibility for a further £200.000 match funding to be spent in Pontarddulais. The Mayor stated there were no dropped kerbs by the new traffic lights at the entrance to St Teilo Street. Cllr E. Davies queried whether there was any money available to alleviate traffic problems in St Teilo Street. Cllr Miles stated that the reversal of St Michael’s Avenue would assist. The Mayor queried whether Tesco would contribute towards the proposed commemorative seat for the late Cllr John Mathias. Cllr Miles agreed to forward details to the Clerk. Cllr Richards queried the erection of bollards in Glasfryn Road. Cllr Miles stated that he had spoken to the Highways Section requesting further bollards.
40. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.
41. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondece was received and noted:

(a) E-mail from Lord Mayor City and County of Swansea re highway repairs;

(b) Nant y Moch Wind Farm – correspondence from SSE Renewables;

(c) South Wales Police Authority – nominations for Community Safety Volunteer of the Year Award 2011;

(d) Carmarthenshire County Council – Deposit Local Development Plan;
(e) E-mail from County Councillor D. Howells – Ombudsman decision not to proceed with complaint againd Cllr Howells and Cllr Miles re Cambrian Yard (The Mayor and Deputy Mayor declared a personal interest);
(f) Public Service Ombudsman for Wales – Annual Report 2010/11.

(g) Recycling:

The Clerk reported an e-mail from the City and County of Swansea querying whether the Council could offer a location from which local residents could collect various recycling bags. Cllr Beynon suggested that a stall could be available at the monthly local produce market. The suggestion was accepted and it was also agreed that the Clerk places a notice advising members of the public that bags would be available in the Institute.

(h) Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg:

The Clerk reported a letter from the above organisation referring to the fact that their inaugural meeting was held in the Pontarddulais Primary School. They queried whether the Council would consider placing a plaque in the school or any other suitable site. It was agreed that the Clerk contacts the Headteacher at the school to acertain his views. It was also agreed to thank Cllr E. Miles for translating the letter received from Cymdeithas yr Iaith.
(i) South Wales Police:

The Clerk reported e-mail correspondence from Chief Superintendent Mark Mathias regarding public access to local police stations and alterations to the local command structure due to financial constraints. The Mayor stated that she would raise the matter at the next City and County/Community Town Councils Forum meeting.
B. GRANTS UPDATE:

The Clerk advised Members that he had attended another RDP training session; expressions of interest for surveyors/architects to oversee the works had been advertised on the Buy4Wales site and candidates who had responded would be considered later in the meeting.

42. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on her civic duties during the past month.
43. TO DISCUSS WAYS OF PROMOTING THE TOWN COUNCIL:

The Mayor stated that she had requested this matter be placed on the agenda. The Clerk reminded Members that it had been agreed that the Council publishes a Newsletter and he agreed to produce a draft in readiness for the September meeting. The Mayor stated that she would arrange for some matters to be provided to the press.
44. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr P. G. Bateman reported on a One Voice Wales Swansea Area Committee meeting that she had attended. Cllr Beynon reminded members that there was a PACT meeting on the 12th July. Cllr Downing referred to a Primary School Governors meeting that he had attended.

45. TO APPROVE THE COUNCIL’S ACCOUNTS FO THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Council’s Internal Auditor confirming that there were no matters he needed to bring to the attention of the Council. He did request that the Council writes off four cheques that had been outstanding after two years and that cheque counterfoils need to be initialled by the signatories. 
RESOLVED that the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2011 be approved. The Return was duly signed by the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk to the Council) and the Mayor.
46. TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2011:

See Appendix “A”.
47. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) 14 Golwg yr Eglwys, Pontarddulais – single storey extension. Detached outbuilding;

(ii) 30 Llysgwyn Terrace, Pontarddulais – rear shower room lobby for disabled person, set within established boundaries;

(iii)  Gorslas Farm, Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – double storey side extensions;

(iv) 15 Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – detached dwelling house (renewal of outline planning permission 2006/0977);

(v) 34 James Street, Pontarddulais – erection of a conservatory;

(vi) Pitter Patter Day Nursery, Dulais Road, Pontarddulais – rear two storey & single storey extension together with improvements to existing vehicular access.

There were no observations with respect to the above applications.

The Clerk referred to additional LDP Candidate Sites which had been submitted following the Council’s previous observations. The closing date for submission of observations had been extended to the 30th September 2011 and it agreed that the sites be discussed at the September Council meeting.

Members resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

48. TO DETERMINE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED TO PROJECT MANAGE THE GRANT WORKS IN THE INSTITUTE:

The Clerk advised Members that he had received twelve applications and had sought the assistance for Mr Huw Jones, Pentre Road  to categorise the applications. He suggested there were four applications that should be considered following receipt of additional information. RESOLVED that these applications be scrutinised by the Estates and Development Committee with the Committee being given plenary powers to make a decision. It was also agreed that Mr Jones be given a Council plate in recognition of his valued assistance.
49. TO CONSIDER STAFFING MATTERS:

The Clerk informed Members that he was contracted to work 15 hours per week for the Council. Cllr PG. Bateman declared a personal and prejudicial interest and vacated the room. He stated that it was becoming impossible to undertake the work within those hours and was requesting additional paid hours. He used the hours worked by the Clerks of Gorseinon Town Council and Llwchwr Town Council as comparables. The Clerk was requested to vacate the room whilst Members considered the matter. 

RESOLVED that the Clerks hours be extended to 100 (one hundred) hours per month (23.07 hours per week).
Signed ....................................... 



Date..............................
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of June 2011 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£7.02
	£42.12

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£188.00
	£0.00
	£188.00

	Caretaker
	
	June salary
	£374.09
	£0.00
	£374.09

	Cleaner
	
	June salary
	£383.91
	£0.00
	£383.91

	Clerk
	
	Expenses
	£88.01
	£0.00
	£88.01

	Community Cinema Group
	Film 04/06
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00

	SLCC
	
	Regional conference
	£78.00
	£0.00
	£78.00

	Kidney Wales Foundation
	Sponsored walk donations
	£722.00
	£0.00
	£722.00

	Clerk
	
	June salary
	£773.83
	£0.00
	£773.83

	Royal British Legion
	2 No Remembrance Wreaths
	£70.00
	£0.00
	£70.00

	Festival Committee
	Part returned quiz prize money
	£37.00
	£0.00
	£37.00

	Fforest Post Office
	Quiz catering
	£220.00
	£0.00
	£220.00
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	£3,019.94
	£7.02
	£3,026.96
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