Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 6

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 7TH OCTOBER 2010 
PRESENT:

Cllr P. Downing (Mayor)
Cllr P.J Watehouse 



Cllr D. Richards

Cllr E. Davies



Cllr R. Waterhouse

Cllr G. Bateman



Cllr D. Beynon

Cllr J. Harris



Cllr  P. Penry


Cllr C. Morgan




Cllr B. Lewis

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from Members. The Mayor advised the public that questions should be addressed to Town Councillors and not County Councillors who may be present in the meeting. There were no question.
64.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S. Burgess, D. Howard-Willis, W. Vonk, J. Rees and E. Miles.
65.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM 
MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF 
CONDUCT:

Cllr Bateman declared a personal and pecuniary interest in Agenda item 4.
66.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON 2ND SEPTEMBER 2010:
The above minutes were accepted as a true record subject to Minute 58(c) being amended to read “Cllr Richards stated that the Ombudsman had completely exonerated him of the allegations made against him by Cllr Vonk and apparently witnessed by Cllr Harris. He wished to state that if either of them repeated these allegations he had been advised to take the matter further.”
(a)
Highland Terrace, Pontarddulais (public 15 minutes):
The Clerk reported an e-mail reply from the City and County of Swansea and a letter of acknowledgement relating to the request for information.
(b)
Post Office, St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais (reports from County 
Ward Members):

Cllr Richards wished to thank Cllr Lewis for having highway works carried out outside the above Post Office.

(b) St Michael’s Avenue, Pontarddulais (Min No 58(j)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail reply from the City and County of Swansea regarding proposals to reverse the one way system in St Michael’s Avenue.

(c) Ysgol Bryniago, Pontarddulais (Min No 58(k)):

The Clerk reported a thank you letter from the Deputy Headteacher following the Council’s donation of £250 towards hosting various delegates from abroad.

The Mayor stated that Agenda item 4 (To receive and consider the Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on the 16th September 2010) would be considered at the end of the meeting.

67. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD WITH THE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE AND LLANEDI COMMUNITY COUNCIL:

The Clerk explained that the meeting had been requested by the Festival Committee to consider any possible celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. If any Members had any suggestions they were welcome to bring them to the Clerk’s attention.
68. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:

Cllr P. J. Waterhouse referred to her previous request to investigate the condition of the wall opposite the surgery. County Councillor Miles stated he would investigate the matter.
Cllr Beynon referred to a recent PACT meeting and the problems associated with parking outside the school. County Councillor Miles reported that a meeting was due to be held on site with the residents and the police.
69.
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

Members had before them a copy of a question from Cllr Harris. Cllr Harris referred to the rumours relating to development on Coedbach Park and suggested the Council should set up a planning group to discuss developments in Pontarddulais. It was agreed that the matter be placed on the agenda of the next Council meeting.
70. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:
The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) Tidy Wales Awards 2010 – open for applications;

(b) City and County of Swansea Local Develoipment Plan – opportunity for interested parties to promote Candidate Sites;
(c) One Voice Wales – motions for debate in the Annual General Meeting 9th October 2010;

(d) SSE Renewables – proposed Nant y Moch Wind Farm – Interim Consultation Report;

(e) Swansea Waste Forum – invitation to “Strategy into Action” 14th October 2010;

(f) District Valuer Services – information on their services to the public sector;

(g) Mumbles Community Council – copy of Mumbles Community Plan;

(h) Service Level Agreement:

The Clerk reported a copy of the weekly worksheet for the workers employed under the above agreement. Cllr Harris queried whether the bus shelter on the corner of Bolgoed Road and Goppa Road could be cleaned. Members also queried the position of unadopted roads within the area and whether whey were included in the agreement. It was agreed that the Clerk looks into the matter.
71. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor informed Members that he at attended the launch of the Male Choir’s book and presented a copy to the Council. He thanked the Deputy Mayor for assisting him with some of his civic duties during the past month.
72.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr E. Davies reported on the visit to Ysgol Bryniago by representatives from abroad.
73.
TO CONSIDER THE RESPONSE FROM THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA FOLLOWING A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION:

The copy of the reply from the City and County of Swansea had been circulated to Members in readiness for the September Council meeting. Cllr Harris expressed disappointment with the reply. It was agreed to send the original reuest and reply to the local County Ward Members.

74. TO CONSIDER THE WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT’S LETTER RELATING TO EASIER ACCESS PROGRAMME AT RURAL TRAIN STATIONS IN WALES:

Cllr P. Waterhouse advised Members that she had been asked to participate by a local AM but had not received any further information. Cllr Davies stated that the proposal was an excellent idea.
75. TO CONSIDER A POSSIBLE MUSEUM/HERITAGE CENTRE ATTACHED TO THE PONTARDDULAIS LIBRARY:

Members had before them a report from the Clerk advising that the RDP grant application would not now be proceeding due to planning approval not being in place. After discussions with WAG officers it had been agreed that the RDP and SRA application relating to the Institute be amended to include provision for a museum on the second floor of the Institute. Following a further meeting he had attended today the SRA application would be in two phases with the total grant bid for both applications totalling £350K.
76.
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER:

The above expenditure was authorised and approved.
See Appendix “A”.

77.      TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) Llysgwyn Nursing Home, Caecerrig Road, Pontarddulais – proposed kitchen/laundry room extension;

(ii) 28 Pentre Road, Pontarddulais – permission to trim overhanging branches;

(iii) Penywern Farm, Garnswllt Road, Pontarddulais – to erect steel framed agricultural building.

There were no observations with respect to the above applications.

In view of the confidential nature of the business due to be transacted, the Mayor stated that it was advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw. Members passed a resolution to that effect.
78. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HEL ON THE 16TH SEPTEMBER 2010:

Cllr Bateman declared a personal and prejudicial interest and vacated the room.
(a) Settlement signs (Min No 8):

The Clerk reported an e-mail reply from the City and County of Swansea stating that they are currently in discussions with another community council who also wish to erect their own signage.

(b) Annual leave (Min No 13(a)):

After considerable discussion it was agreed that this matter be referred back to the Finance Committee for further consideration.

(c) Office phone Min No 13(b):

RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee recommendation and reimburse the Clerk’s monthly mobile phone and internet “dongle” charges of £25.00 (twenty five pounds).

79. TO DETERMINE TENDERS RECEIVED FOR CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS:

The Clerk advised Members that tenders had been requested from six contarctors.
Two tenders had been received as follows:

Contractor “A”:

£5528.81 excluding storage (£214.00). Call out facility Monday – Friday £51.03; out of hours £102.07.

Contractor “B”:
£3522.96 including storage. Call out facility Monday – Friday £98.52; out of hours £147.95.

Cllr Bateman proposed that due to the excellent service provided by Contractor “A” in the last few years the Council should accept their tender. Cllr Davies seconded the proposal. Cllr Lewis proposed an amendment that due to the considerable saving involved the Council should accept the tender from Contractor “B”. Cllr Richards seconded the amendment. On being put to the vote the amendment was carried by 8 (eight) votes to 2 (two). 
RESOLVED that the tender of £3622.96 from Contractor “B” be accepted.
Date:
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	Expenditure transactions for the month of September 2010 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	Particulars
	
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk
	
	Expenses 
	
	£63.17
	£6.14
	£69.31

	Cathedral Leasing Ltd
	Hire of dustmat etc
	£35.10
	£6.14
	£41.24

	C & C of Swansea
	Non domestic rate
	£180.00
	£0.00
	£180.00

	Caretaker
	
	Half September salary
	£187.05
	£0.00
	£187.05

	Cleaner
	
	Half September salary
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	Ysgol Gymraeg Bryniago
	Donation towards foreign visitors
	£250.00
	£0.00
	£250.00

	Kingfisher Electrical
	Repairs to Cenotaph lights
	£79.80
	£13.97
	£93.77

	Caretaker
	
	Half September salary
	£187.05
	£0.00
	£187.05

	Cleaner
	
	Half September salary
	£191.86
	£0.00
	£191.86

	Clerk
	
	September salary
	£719.77
	£0.00
	£719.77

	HMRC
	
	Quarterly tax & N.I.
	£1,355.88
	£0.00
	£1,355.88

	Mentor Technology
	Imaging drum & printer cartridge
	£203.00
	£35.53
	£238.53

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£3,581.37
	£55.64
	£3,637.01
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