Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 09

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THE 8TH JANUARY 2009
PRESENT:

Cllr S. Burgess (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr D. T. Howells




Cllr R. Waterhouse

Cllr E. Miles




Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris


Cllr B. Lewis




Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr  P. Penry




Cllr P. Downing

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. There were no questions but the Chairman of the Pontarddulais Partnership wished to thank the Council, on behalf of many local residents, for an excellent Christmas lights display.

101. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Davies and P. Waterhouse.

102. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest.

103. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 4TH DECEMBER 2008:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.
(a) Illegal Parking, Pontarddulais (Min No 92(a)):
Cllr Howells referred to parking problems in Alltiago Road, Pontarddulais. Cllr Beynon explained that parking restriction enforcement was now a County matter. Cllr Downing stated that he would be bringing the matter up at the next PACT meeting. The Clerk agreed to refer parking issues to the City and County of Swansea.

(b) Pontarddulais Partnership (Min No 92(e)):

The Clerk advised Members that he had not received dispensation information from the City and County of Swansea. It was agreed to defer the matter until the question of dispensation was resolved.

(c) Pontarddulais Railway Station (Min No 94(h)):

The Clerk advised Members that the City and County of Swansea were investigating the possibility of enhancing the railway station under their summer hanging basket scheme.

(d) Commemorative Seat for the late Councillor J. Mathias (Min No 94(j)):

The Clerk advised Members that he was awaiting permission from the City and County of Swansea to site the seat in the Dulais Glen Gardens.

(e) Competition Honour for Pontarddulais Teenager (Min No 94(j)):
Cllr Beynon informed Members that Mr Samual John had now been elected by St John Ambulance to travel to Zambia. The Mayor stated that she was in the process of honouring Mr John.

104. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

Cllr Beynon had tabled the following question:
“What is the current position regarding Tesco’s planning application in Pontarddulais?”

The Clerk queried whether Cllr Howells may be able to assist. Cllr Howells stated that he and County Councillor J. Miles were due to meet with the Director of Environment to discuss the matter. Cllr Beynon expressed his concern having regard to the country’s current economic climate.

105. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was received and noted:
(a) Shadow Community Strategy – draft document from the City and County of Swansea;
(b) Sand dredging – invitation from Mr Alun Cairns AM to attend a meeting in Port Eynon Community Centre;

(c) Financial support to Assembly Members – information from National Assembly for Wales that deadline for responses has been extended to 30 January 2009;

(d) Apportionment of grazing rights on CL 45, Cefn Drum and Graig Fawr – Register of Common Land has been altered;

(e) National Training Programme, Councillor Training 2009 – invitation from One Voice Wales for Council to participate;

(f) Human Rights Voluntary Project:

The Clerk reported a letter from a resident of Pontarddulais, studying in Gorseinon College, requesting financial assistance from the Council to embark on the above project in South Africa. It was agreed that the Mayor makes a financial contribution from her allowance.

(g) Arrangements for Swansea’ Local Service Boards:

The Clerk provided copies of the above document for consideration. It was agreed that the matter be put on the agenda of the February Council meeting.

(h) Funding Your Police Service – Consultation 2009:

The Clerk reported a questionnaire from South Wales Police Authority about their budget proposals. It was agreed that the Clerk copies the questionnaire to each councillor and then collates the findings prior to sending onto the Police Authority.

(i) Licence to screen films:

The Clerk provided information on a Public Video Screening Licence which would be an annual licence at a fee of £75.00, resulting in considerable saving to the Council. One of the conditions of the licence is that the films must be shown to an audience free of charge. It was agreed that the Clerk completes the application form and submits the agreed fee.
(j) Hire of Institute:

The Clerk reported an e-mail from Swansea Citizens Advice Bureau requesting a room for three hours a week to provide benefits assistance to people over 50. Due to the nature of their funding they would be unable to make payment for the use of the room.

RESOLVED that free use be allowed for the above hire for a period of two months and that the organisation be requested to provide a report at the end of that period.

(k) External Auditor’s Report 2007/2008:

The Clerk reported receipt of the external auditor’s certificate and opinion. It stated that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met. They did draw the Council’s attention to the need to update the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. The Clerk reminded Members that the Standing Orders had recently been updated and that the Financial Regulations would be reviewed in due course. 
106. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported verbally on her monthly duties. The report was accepted.

107. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

There were no reports received. The Clerk referred to the Council’s representation on One Voice Wales and that a replacement representative was required for the late Councillor John Mathias.

RESOLVED that Cllr J. Rees be the Council’s voting representative and that the additional representative be Cllr G. Bateman.

108. TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER:

See Appendix “A”.
The December expenditure was authorised and approved.

109. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) 84 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – two externally illuminated fascia signs;

(ii) Parc Wern, Ganswllt Road, Pontarddulais – continued use of property in breach of condition since 1976;

(iii) Land south of Llandremor Fawr Farm, Pontarddulais – planning application for the drilling of an appraisal borehole for the purpose of mineral exploration;

(iv) Land north of Llandremor Fawr Farm, Pontarddulais – planning application for the drilling of an appraisal borehole for the purpose of mineral exploration;

(v) Land off Bolgoed Road, Pontarddulais – residential application for a replan of referred matters;

(vi) Land off Church Lane, Pontarddulais – construction of 3 No. detached dwellings;

(vii) Glynhir Cottage, Glynhir House, Pontarddulais -  to extend the planning application for barn conversion.
Observations regarding access, drainage and overlooking neighbouring properties  were made with respect to application (vii) above.

05 February 2009
Page 1 of 4

