Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 01

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON THE 7TH MAY 2009
PRESENT:

Cllr S. Burgess 

Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. T. Howells

Cllr R. Waterhouse

Cllr E. Miles


Cllr E. Davies



Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon
Cllr J. Harris


Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr  P. Penry


Cllr P. Downing

Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. There were no questions forthcoming.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D. C. Richards, P. J. Waterhouse and B. C. Lewis.
2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
3. ELECTION OF MAYOR:

Cllr Burgess, outgoing Mayor thanked Members for their support throughout the year and stated that she had thoroughly enjoyed her term of office. Cllr Beynon thanked Cllr Burgess.

RESOLVED  that Cllr E. Davies be elected Mayor for the ensuing year. Cllr Davies thanked Members and expressed the hope that everyone would work together for the good of the community. He thanked the outgoing Mayor for her work during her term of office. 

4. TO RECEIVE THE MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:

The Mayor duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office in the presence of the Clerk and Members.

5. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR:

RESOLVED that Cllr P. Downing be elected Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year.

6. TO FIX THE AMOUNT OF THE MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE IN PURSUANT OF SECTION 34(5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972:
RESOLVED that the Mayor’s allowance remain at £1,500 (one thousand five hundred pounds) for the ensuing year.

7. TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE UNDERMENTIONED COMMITTEES:

(a) Finance Committee:

RESOLVED that the Finance Committee membership remain the same:

Cllrs J. Rees, J. Harris, G. Bateman, D. Beynon, P. Downing and D. Howard-Willis.

(b) Estates and Development Committee:

RESOLVED that the following Members serve on the Estates and Development Committee:

Cllrs P. J. Waterhouse, J. Harris, R. Waterhouse, J. Rees, D. Beynon and S. Burgess.

(c) Special Events Committee:

RESOLVED that the following Members serve on the Special Events Committee:

Cllrs J. Rees, J. Harris, D. Beynon, G. Bateman and S. Burgess.

(d) Welsh Language Working Group:

RESOLVED that the following Members serve on the Welsh Language Working Group:

Cllrs E. Miles, J. Harris, G. Bateman and D. Howard-Willis.

8. TO APPOINT TWO REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON THE FOLLOWING BODIES:

(a) Swansea Area Committee of One Voice Wales:
Cllr Rees, the existing voting representative, informed Members that she would have difficulty attending all committee meetings but would be prepared to be the non voting representative.

RESOLVED that Cllr G. Bateman be the Council’s voting representative on the Swanse Area Committee with Cllr Rees being the non voting representative.

9. TO FIX THE DATES AND TIMES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:

RESOLVED that the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Council remain at the first Thursday of the month with a recess in August.

10. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2ND APRIL 2009:

RESOLVED that the above minutes be accepted as a true record.

(a) To consider requests for financial assistance from various organisations (Min No 134(c)):

The Clerk reported letters of thanks from the Alzheimer’s Society and the NSPCC following receipt of financial assistance.

(b) To receive and consider reports from representatives on outside bodies:

Cllr Bateman advised Members that the final amount of money raised following the Kidney Wales Walk for Life was £1635.00. Cllr Bateman thanked everyone that had taken part in the walk.

11. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 23RD APRIL 2009:

Members agreed to consider the above minutes as the last agenda item.

12. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.

13. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) One Voice Wales – information on Social Justice Minister launching a joint agreement to tackle child poverty; information on councils that had been successful in the draw to attend the Buckingham Palace Garden Party on the 14th July;
(b) National Assembly for Wales – consultation on proposed Children and Families (Wales) Measure;

(c) Society of Local Council Clerks – Conference for Wales 7th July Llandudno;

(d) Welsh Assembly Government – managing the safety of burial ground memorials;

(e) Swansea’s Annual Community Strategy Conference:

The Clerk reported an invitation from the City and County of Swansea to attend the above conference on the 9th June 2009. Cllr Harris stated that she would be interested in attending and agreed to inform the Clerk on the 8th May.

(f) Dantwyn Park, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk reported an e-mail from Pontarddulais Partnership advising the Council that they had been awarded a grant by the Play Development Team, City and County of Swansea to build on the work that their Team had been doing in Dantwyn Park. Cllr Harris reported on the successful work that had been achieved by the Play Development Team.
(g) Pontarddulais Town Band:

The Clerk reported a request from the Town Band for the loan of eight tables for their Spring Fayre on Saturday 9th May 2009. Members agreed to the request.

(h) City and County of Swansea Local Development Plan:

The Clerk presented a copy of a letter from the City and County of Swansea notifying the Council of their Local Development Plan Draft Delivery Agreement. He also presented Members with notes on the Draft Agreement. 
(i) Pontarddulais Local Produce Market:

The Clerk reported a request from the Pontarddulais Local Produce Market for the Council to purchase four additional tables to accommodate an increase in traders interested in attending the market. Members agreed to the request.
14. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE OUTGOING MAYOR:
Cllr Burgess reported on her Charity Concert which was held in Pontarddulais Rugby Club on Friday 1st May. She advised Members that in excess of £400 was raised for Prince Philip Hospital Breast Unit and Teenage Cancer Trust.

15. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Bateman presented a written report on the One Voice Wales Swansea Area Committee meeting held on the 9th April 2009. She referred to a presentation given by Vision ITC Ltd on web site design for local councils and explained that the matter would also be brought up under the Finance Committee minutes later in the meeting.

Cllr Rees reported on a Youth meeting she had attended when she was informed that the Pontarddulais Partnership had been successful in obtaining funding for a youth drop in centre.
16. TO CONDSIDER THE FUTURE OF PONTARDDULAIS LEISURE CENTRE AND CANOLFAN Y BONT:

(a)
Pontarddulais Leisure Centre:
Members had before them a copy of a letter from the Head of Culture and Tourism, City and County of Swansea. Cllr Howells informed Members that he had been in a County meeting earlier in the day and there was no talk of the leisure centre closing. Financial officers were currently reviewing the situation.  Cllr Downing stated that the Town Council must keep pressure on the local county councillors to ensure that finance is not withdrawn next year. 
(c) Canolfan y Bont:

Members had before them copies of letters from Mrs Edwina Hart AM and Mr Martin Caton MP. The Mayor opened the debate by informing Members that local residents were concerned that Pontarddulais was suffering whereas Gorseinon still maintained three college sites. Gorseinon College was paying for the use of facilities in Canolfan Bryngwyn when they owned Canolfan y Bont. Cllr Beynon stated that the closure would affect over 300 students from Pontarddulais. The Canolfan had an excellent record and everyone should protest as strongly as possible. Cllr Waterhouse informed Members that courses were also being affected in Gorseinon which would affect Pontarddulais people. Cllr Harris stated that these cuts would affect local education and there was a need for a public meeting to discuss the closure. Cllr Bateman added that many local people had learnt new skills from attending the Canolfan and had then been successful in gaining new employment opportunities. Cllr Rees seconded everything that had been said and added that the Canolfan had excellent facilities for the elderly who saw the centre as a social as well as an educational centre. Cllr Miles added that the people who would suffer are the ones who would not be able to travel to Gorseinon. It was agreed that the Clerk checks the availability of the Institute for the week commencing 18th May and arranges a public meeting with all interested parties being invited to attend.
17.
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2009:

See appendix “A” .

 RESOLVED that the expenditure for April 2009 be authorised and approved
17. TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) 21 Oakfield Street, Pontarddulais – part single storey, part two storey rear extension;

(ii) Rear 17 & 19 James Street, Pontarddulais – two detached dwellings(outline);

(iii) Land between 57 & 63 Alltiago Road, Pontarddulais – two detached dwellings and one pair of semi detached dwellings with integral garages (amended plans);

(iv) 2 Bryn Road, Pontarddulais – detached dormer bungalow (appeal);

(v) 4 Pleasant Villas, Pontarddulais – single storey side extension to existing dwelling;

(vi) 53 Pentre Road, Pontarddulais – proposed loft conversion with dormer to rear;

(vii) Rear of 79 St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – erection of garage for 2 vehicles.

Members were informed that the Committee had objected to application (iii) above on the grounds of dangerous access onto Alltiago Road and invasion of privacy to properties in Glanyrafon Road, Pontarddulais.
Cllr Downing queried whether it would be possible to forward any future planning objections to the two local county councillors. The Clerk agreed that it would be arranged.

18. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 23RD APRIL 2009:

Cllr Rees, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, reported on the above minutes. 
(a) Risk Assessment Policy:

RESOLVED to approve the Risk Assessment Policy recommended by the Finance Committee.

(b) Council Website:

RESOLVED to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee to purchase a web design service from Vision ICT Ltd.

(c) Salaries:
(i) Clerk:

Cllr G. Bateman declared a personal and prejudicial interest and vacated the room.

RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee recommendation that the Clerk’s salary be increased by 2.75% to £11494.47 per annum in accordance with the 2008/09 national final salary award for local council clerks with effect from April 1st 2008.
(ii) Caretaker:
RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee recommendation that the caretaker’s salary be increased by 2.75% to £5556.72 per annum with effect from 1st April 2009.
(iii) Cleaner:

RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee recommendation that the cleaner’s salary be increased by 2.75% to £5129.28 per annum with effect from 1st April 2009.
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