Pontarddulais Town Council Minutes 02

MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 4TH JUNE 2009
PRESENT:

Cllr E. Davies (Mayor)
Cllr J. Rees




Cllr D. Richards

Cllr E. Miles




Cllr G. Bateman

Cllr D. Beynon




Cllr J. Harris


Cllr S. Burgess



Cllr D. Howard-Willis
Cllr  P. Penry




Cllr P. Downing


Prior to commencement of business the Mayor invited questions from members of the public. There were no questions forthcoming.
19. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D. T. Howells, P. Waterhouse, R. Waterhouse and B. Lewis.
20. 
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST 
FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S 
CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations of personal interest received.
21.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE 


COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 7TH MAY 2009:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record.

(a) Special Events Committee (Min No 7(c)):

The Clerk advised Members that he had omitted the names of Councillors E. Miles and D. Howard-Willis from the above committee.

(b) To receive and consider reports from representatives on outside bodies (Min No 10(b)):

Cllr Bateman informed Members that she had attended the Kidney Wales Foundation Presentation Dinner and stated that over £90,000 pounds had been raised throughout Wales. The Mayor thanked Cllr Bateman for her work in organising the Pontarddulais Walk.
(c) Pontarddulais Leisure Centre (Min No 16(a)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail to Cllr Howells stating that the sports hall in the comprehensive school was open for business.

(d) Canolfan y Bont (Min No 16(b)):

The Clerk reported an e-mail from the PA to the Gorseinon College Principal stating that he was away on a conference and would not be able to provide a progress report on the future of the Canolfan. After a full and comprehensive discussion Members agreed that pressure had to be maintained on the MP and AM who would be holding their surgery in the Institute tomorrow. 

22. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 2ND JUNE 2009:

Cllr Rees, Chairperson of the Committee, informed Members that arrangements for the concert in Coedbach Park on the 15th August 2009 were progressing satisfactorily. She reminded Members of the pre-carnival quiz in the Institute on the 24th June and queried whether Members wished to arrange a Council team. The matter was left open.
23.

TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR 
DAYS NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN 
TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.

24.

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CLERK:
A. CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a) City and County of Swansea – alleged public right of way from Bolgoed Road to Pentre Road, Pontarddulais;

(b) City and County of Swansea – redevelopment of Swansea Bus Station;

(c) Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Strategic Plan 2010/2015;

(d) Cyngor Sir Gar – Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan – publication of background topic papers;

(e) Debtor – information from County Court that debtor had vacated her address;

(f) Consultation on proposed changes to the Accounts & Audit (Wales) Regulations 2005:
The Clerk reported information from the Welsh Assembly Government on the above proposals. Members agreed that the proposed threshold at which income and expenditure accounts and Statement of Balance should be increased to £250,000. Members agreed that the deadline for approval and publication of the Statement of Accounts should remain as at present.

(g) Consultation Draft Planning Obligations Supplementary Guidance:

The Clerk provided information on the above guidance which had been received from the City and County of Swansea. Members agreed that more consultation was required with Town and Community Councils; where do young people fall into the obligations categories?; no reference made to community participation; leisure should be one of the obligations; after Draft 106 agreement drawn up and before it goes back to the developer town and community councils views should be sought. 
(h) One Voice Wales 2009 Conference and AGM:
The Clerk reported an invitation to attend the above conference and AGM on the 10th October 2009 at the Bont Pavillion, Pontrhydfendigaid. It was agreed that Cllrs G. Bateman and J. Rees attend the above conference on behalf of the Council.

(i) Dispensation under The Standards Committees (Grants of Dispensation)(Wales) Regulations 2001:

The Clerk reported an e–mail from the City and County of Swansea advising that dispensation with regard to Pontarddulais Partnership matters would have to be made by each individual councillor on the Partnership. He provided each councillor with an agreed pro-forma and stated that it had to be returned to the County by the 10th June.

(j) Gas bolier, Institute, Pontarddulais:

The Clerk advised Members that following a recent maintenance service British Gas had deemed the above boiler to be at risk and not to current standards. It was greed that the Clerk seeks quotations for the replacement of the boiler.
25. 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
The Mayor reported on his civic duties for the month of May.
26. 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr Harris advised Members that the Spice Evening to raise funds for the Pontarddulais Partnership ahd been a success. She also reported on the Young Peoples Group meeting.
The Clerk reported on a briefing event he had attended to discuss the Swansea Rural Development Plan. He stated that there may be opportunities under the plan to submit grant application for the proposed museum at the side of the Library. It was agreed that representatives from the City and County of Swansea be invited to address Members at the next Council meeting.

27. 
TO AUTHORISE AND APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE FOR 
THE MONTH OF MAY 2009:

See Appendix “A”.

RESOLVED that the expenditure for May 2009 be authorised and approved.
28. 
TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY 
CONSIDERED BY THE ESTATES AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE:

(i) Bolgoed Isaf, Pontarddulais – proposed two storey dwelling on land adjacent to Bolgoed Isaf Farm;
(ii) St Teilo Dental Centre, St Teilo Street, Pontarddulais – proposed extension to rear of dental centre;

(iii) Pontarddulais Primary School, Upper James Street, Pontarddulais – proposed nursery extension and adaptations;

(iv) Land at rear of 17 & 19 James Street, Pontarddulais – two detached dwellings (amended plans).

It was agreed that the following observations be made with respect to application (i) above:

· Local residents were not consulted when the original prior approval was granted;

· Why the need for two disabled parking spaces if the proposal is for normal residential accommodation;

· Some verandahs would overlook existing properties.
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