MINUTES OF THE PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 4TH NOVEMBER 2021

PRESENT:		Cllr H. Roberts (Chairman)		Cllr G. Griffiths
			Cllr A. Pitman			Cllr G. John
			Cllr A. Wilson			Cllr R. John
			Cllr C. Evans				Cllr R. Jenkins
			Cllr J. Harris				Cllr K. Williams
			Cllr K. Griffiths			Cllr R. Harris

There were no members of the public present.

102.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

An apology for absence was received from Cllr P. Downing.

103.	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND/OR PREJUDICIAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:

There were no declarations received.

104.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 7TH OCTOBER 2021:

The above minutes were accepted as a true record subject to the addition of Cllr P. Downing in Members present.

(a)	Swansea Local Development Plan (Min NO 82):

Members considered the need for a policy on the interaction of planning application referrals between Swansea Council and the Town Council. It was agreed that the matter be considered by the Estates, Development & Regeneration Committee.

(b)	Graig Merthyr Memorial, Dulais Glen Gardens (Min No 83(a)):

Cllr Kelvin Williams confirmed that the transcript on the above Memorial had now been correctly translated.

(c)	Highland Terrace, Pontarddulais (Min No 83e)):

The Clerk advised Members that a resident had forwarded an estimate of £10,750 for improvements to the above road and stated that the local residents may be able to contribute £5,000 towards the cost. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Estates, Development & Regeneration Committee.

(d)	To receive and consider any urgent matters from Town Councillors (Min No 86):

The Clerk confirmed that he had spoken to the cleaner. 

With regard to Remembrance Sunday the Clerk explained that following a meeting with the Vicar and various representatives from local groups the Council should now decide on the format of the parade. It was agreed that there should not be a formal parade with the standard bearers and representatives from the local organisations gathering in the Cenotaph for a short service conducted by the Vicar.

With regard to the yellow lines on part of Bolgoed Road, Swansea Council had confirmed that there had not been any legal yellow lines outside the Fountain Inn.

(e)	To consider the condition of the commemorative bench in St Teilo’s Churchyard (Mon No 95):

The Clerk informed Members that he had spoken to the Vicar who had agreed to investigate.

105.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 21ST OCTOBER 2021:

(a)	Institute:

The Clerk advised Members that he had met an electrician in the Institute to improve the external lighting and had received one quote for supplying CCTV cameras to the side of the building. He would be seeking further quotations for the works. The Insurers had agreed to the claim submitted for the repairs to the roof.

(b)	To review the Council’s budget for the period July to September 2021:

The Clerk advised Members that he had not sought costings for the provision of equipment for hybrid meetings since One Voice Wales were appointing an IT person whose would be investigating the above provision. It was agreed to accept the recommendation to review the Institute hire charges at the next Estates, Development & Regeneration Committee meeting.

(c)	To consider the Independent Review Panel for Wales’ Draft Annual Report Consultation February 2022:

It was agreed to accept the committee recommendation as follows:

	Determination Number
	Is a decision required by council?

	44 Community and town councils must make available a payment to each of their members of £150 per year as a contribution to costs and expenses, with the exception of those councils in Group 5 where the payment is optional.


	No - the payment of £150 is mandated for every member unless they advise the appropriate officer that they do not want to take it in writing. 



	45 Community and town councils can make payments to each of their members in respect of travel costs for attending approved duties.
	Yes – agree.

	46 If a community or town council resolves that a particular duty requires an overnight stay, it can authorise reimbursement of subsistence expenses to its members.
	Yes – agree.

	47 Community and town councils can pay financial loss compensation to each of their members, where such loss has actually occurred, for attending approved duties.
	Yes – agree.

	48 Determination 47: Each council can decide to introduce an attendance allowance for members. The amount of each payment must not exceed £30.
 
A member in receipt of financial loss will not be entitled to claim attendance allowance for the same event.

Councils that intend to introduce a system of attendance allowances must set out the details of the scheme and publish on their website. 
	 Yes – disagree.

	49 Community and town councils can provide a payment to the mayor or chair of the council up to a maximum of £1,500.
	Yes – agree.

	50 Community and town councils can provide a payment to the deputy mayor or deputy chair of the council up to a maximum amount of £500.
	Yes – disagree

	51 The application of the Remuneration Framework by relevant Group
	

	52 Members in receipt of a Band 1 or Band 2 senior salary from a principal council (that is leader, deputy leader or executive member) cannot receive any payment from any community or town council, other than travel and subsistence expenses and contribution towards costs of care and personal assistance.
	No - Members in receipt of a Band 1 or Band 2 senior salary from a principal council (that is leader, deputy leader or executive member) can only receive travel and subsistence expenses and contribution towards costs of care and personal assistance; if they are eligible to claim, and wish to do so.



106.	TO RECEIVE AN CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THE 25TH OCTOBER 2021:

(a)	Christmas Market/Fayre:

It was agreed to accept the committee recommendation that due to time constraints no further action be taken in arranging the Christmas Market/Fayre. It was agreed that this matter be tabled for discussion next June/July.

(b)	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons:

It was agreed to accept the Committee recommendation that a book of celebration be made available for public signing and support be given to any organisation wishing to arrange a celebratory event.

(c)	Best lit property competition:

Following the Mayor’s initiative in arranging last year’s event it was agreed that the competition continues this year with the addition of a best dressed shop premises. It was also agreed that the prize money be as follows;

Houses – 1st £100. 2nd £75.00 and 3rd £50.00.
Shops -    1st £100 and 2nd £50.00.

Further details of the competition to be determined by the Special Events Committee.





107.	TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE DEFIBRILLATOR GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH OCTOBER 2021: 	

Cllr J. Harris informed Members that one defibrillator would be located in Coedbach Park, one in Dantwyn Park, one outside the Institute and one outside Bont Elim Church (relocation from inside the premises).

108.	TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY WARD MEMBERS:

County Councillor K. Griffiths reported on the following:

· Meeting with Cllr Downing regarding lane from Pentre Road to Coedbach Park;
· Donation to Robert Davies Court residents;
· Grant funding for refurbishment of Graig Merthyr Memorial;
· Anti-social behaviour;
· Overgrown verges on Birch Rock Road;
· Donated money with Cllr Downing to Ysgol Bryniago for traffic calming measures.

109.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER ANY URGENT MATTERS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS:

Concern was expressed concerning the access road in Coedbach Park and the difficulties emergency vehicles would have in entering and exiting the area. Cllr K. Griffiths agreed to arrange for a representative from Swansea Parks Department to meet with him on site. Cllr C. Evans advised Members that money was now available for the play area in Coedbach Park.

110.	TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS (3 CLEAR DAYS’ NOTICE OF ANY QUESTION HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO THE PERSON TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED):

There were no questions tabled.

111.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:

The following correspondence was received and noted:

(a))	OVW – we need your help to protect the environment;
(b)	Swansea Active Travel – invitation to online presentation;
(c)	OVW – consultation on updating earnings threshold to council tax recovery;
(d)	Welsh Government – coronavirus Covid news;
(e)	OVW – news bulletin;
(f)	Cllr K. Griffiths – traffic calming measures;
(g)	4th Region – Swansea City Centre Conference;
(h)	Mynydd y Gwair Community Fund – refusal of grant;
(i)	Swansea Council – double yellow lines;
(j)	Swansea Council – new street name – land rear of 188 St Teilo Street;
(k)	Cllr K. Griffiths – Gorseinon & Penlan update;
(l)	Planning Aid Wales – latest news & information;
(m)	Cllr D. Beynon – awards;
(n)	Swansea Council – Swansea LDP;
(o)	Cllr K. Griffiths – county lines webinar;
(p)	OVW – October remote training sessions;
(q)	Complaint of maladministration Swansea LDP;
(r)	Ombudsman – complaint of maladministration;
(s)	Fields of Trust – parks for people, places & the planet;
(t)	PEDW – Local Development Plan Swansea;
(u)	AC – complaint of maladministration Swansea LDP;
(v)	Cllr P. Downing – inter faith photo competition;
(w)	Cllr C. Evans – Mynydd y Gwair Wind Farm Community Fund;
(x)	Cllr K. Griffiths – Miners Memorial;
(y)	OVW – Active Travel Plans Consultation;
(z)	Swansea Council – double yellow lines – Pontarddulais;
(aa)	OVW – November/December remote training sessions;
(bb)	OVW – Welsh Government research into the role and remuneration of councillors in Wales;
(cc)	Planning Aid Wales – placemaking for a thriving Welsh language;
(dd)	Cllr K. Griffiths – letter from Chief Supt. Trudi Meyrick;
(ee)	Cllr K. Griffiths – welcome to Caredig, formerly known as Family Housing;
(ff)	OVW – Magnificent Meadows Cymru – a Plantlife webinar;
(gg)	Cllr K. Griffiths – caravan & waste, Cambrian Place;
(hh)	Welsh Government – Brynrhyd Solar Farm;
(ii)	OVW – the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons;
(jj)	Welsh Government – Coronavirus Covid-19 news;
(kk)	Play Wales – November Newsletter;
(ll)	Welsh Government – People’s Practice Peer to Peer Network;
(mm)	Grants Officer – Heritage Grant;
(nn)	Cllr K. Griffiths – St Teilo Street;
(oo)	Highland Terrace – Pontarddulais;
(pp)	Public Health Wales – health impact assessment of climate change in Wales infographics;
(qq)	Welsh Government – third sector voter registration support grant now open;
(rr)	OVW – urgent message re Keep Wales Tidy Packages;
(ss)	Swansea University – SEVENTEEN;
(tt)	Planning Aid Wales – looking for planning training on listed buildings & heritage sites;
(uu)	OVW – Section 47 multilocation meeting survey;



(vv)	Cycle Routes:

Cllr K. Griffiths updated Members on the proposed local cycle route.

(ww)	Amended version of the model Informal Resolution Protocol:

The Clerk reported the above document and it was agreed to refer the matter to the Policy and Resources Committee.

(xx)	City & County of Swansea Standards Committee:

The Clerk reported a letter from the Monitoring Officer referring to the level of training offered to community and town councillors within City and County of Swansea. The Clerk agreed to respond to the letter.
112.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE GRANTS OFFICER:
The Clerk referred Members to an email from the Grants Officer concerning a proposed Heritage Grant application and his wish to present a Power Point presentation at the December meeting.
113.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:

The Mayor was not present due to ill health.

114.	TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:

Cllr G. John advised Members that the annual pantomime would not be held this year. Cllr J. Harris informed Members that Friends of Coedbach Park were considering a woodlands Heritage grant application. 

115.	TO CONSIDER FUTURE TWINNING ARRANGEMENTS WITH HOURTIN AND COBH:

Cllr C. Evans explained that there was interest in resurrecting twinning arrangements with Hourtin and Cobh. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Special Events Committee.

116.	TO AUTHORISE THE EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2021:

The above expenditure was authorised and approved.
See Appendix “A”.



117.	TO RECEIVE A MONTHLY INCOME REPORT AND BANK RECONCILIATION FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2021:

The above reports were accepted.
See attached appendices.

118.	TO RECEIVE PLANNING APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED TO ALL MEMBERS:

(i)	1 Ffosyrefail Terrace – part two storey, part single storey side/rear extension, rear roof extension, front rooflight and detached outbuilding for use as a double garage & workshop;
 (ii)	18 Glanffrwd Road – single storey rear extension;
(iii)	238-240 St Teilo Street – installation of various illuminated signs;
(iv)	238-240 St Teilo Street – proposed compound to house one condenser and two air condition units & associated works.
 





























	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure transactions for the month of October 2021
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	Particulars
	Net
	
	Vat
	
	Total

	British Gas 
	Monthly gas
	£75.10
	
	£3.75
	
	£78.85

	Swansea Council
	Floral display
	£12,073.75
	
	£2,414.75
	
	£14,488.50

	B. T.
	Quarter phone/broadband
	£156.00
	
	£31.20
	
	£187.20

	HMRC
	Quarter tax/NI
	£1,497.21
	
	£0.00
	
	£1,497.21

	Clerk
	Planning training fees
	£60.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£60.00

	Clerk
	Planning training fees
	£90.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£90.00

	Cathedral Leasing
	Hire of 2 No san. Units
	£17.33
	
	£3.47
	
	£20.80

	R. T. Electrics
	Testing Christmas lights
	£52.50
	
	£10.50
	
	£63.00

	Apogee
	Printer/copier costs
	£0.38
	
	£0.08
	
	£0.46

	International Copiers
	Return of printer
	£225.00
	
	£45.00
	
	£270.00

	Salaries
	4 No October salaries
	£2,922.74
	
	£0.00
	
	£2,922.74

	OVW
	Training fee
	£30.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£30.00

	Griffiths Bwtrimawr
	Robert Davies Memorial 
	£560.00
	
	£112.00
	
	£672.00

	Chris Morris
	Window cleaning
	£25.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£25.00

	Swansea Council
	Commercial waste bags
	£315.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£315.00

	VB Griffiths
	Repairs to Institute roof
	£575.00
	
	£115.00
	
	£690.00

	British Gas 
	Monthly electricity
	£82.51
	
	£4.12
	
	£86.63

	British Gas 
	Dantwyn electric point
	£13.28
	
	£0.66
	
	£13.94

	Lloyds Bank
	Service charge
	£7.00
	
	£0.00
	
	£7.00

	Security Solutions
	Alarm maintenance
	£90.00
	
	£18.00
	
	£108.00

	TOTAL
	 
	£18,867.80
	
	£2,758.53
	
	£21,626.33
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MONTHLY INCOME REPORT – OCTOBER 2021
	11-Oct
	13/21
	Slimming World
	Room hire
	
	£150.00
	
	
	
	
	
	£150.00
	

	11-Oct
	
	Swansea Council
	Footpath grant
	
	
	
	
	
	£1,085.00
	£1,085.00
	

	11-Oct
	19/21
	Dulais River Writers
	Room hire
	
	£30.00
	
	
	
	
	
	£30.00
	

	11-Oct
	
	Lloyds Bank
	
	Interest
	
	
	
	£0.99
	
	
	
	£0.99
	

	11-Oct
	
	Lloyds Bank
	
	Interest
	
	
	
	£0.27
	
	
	
	£0.27
	

	12-Oct
	18/21
	Cor Glandulais
	Room hire
	
	£15.00
	
	
	
	
	
	£15.00
	

	14-Oct
	
	HMRC
	
	VAT ref
	
	
	
	
	£596.19
	
	
	£596.19
	

	14-Oct
	17/21
	W. I.
	
	Room hire
	
	£15.00
	
	
	
	
	
	£15.00
	

	18-Oct
	14/21
	Karate
	
	Room hire
	
	£130.00
	
	
	
	
	
	£130.00
	

	Monthly totals
	
	
	
	
	
	£340.00
	£0.00
	£1.26
	£596.19
	£0.00
	£1,085.00
	£2,022.45
	£87,813.75





 






	Cyngor Tref Pontarddulais Town Council

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Reconciliation
	
	Oct-21
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Balance brought forward
	
	
	
	
	£144,698.30

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Add total receipts as per R & P Book
	
	
	
	£2,022.45

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less total payments as per R & P Book
	
	
	
	£21,626.33

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance carried forward
	
	
	
	
	£125,094.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank balances
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing bank balances
	
	
	
	
	

	(as per bank statements as at 31/10/21)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Current Account
	
	
	£1.00

	
	
	
	Deposit Account
	
	
	£93,913.46

	
	
	
	Reserve Account
	
	
	£31,179.96

	
	
	
	Total bank balance
	
	
	£125,094.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	Cheque number
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Add cash/cheques received not yet banked
	
	
	
	£0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other adjustments
	
	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reconciled Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	£125,094.42

	(as at 31/10/21)
	
	
	
	
	
	 










