


CYNGOR DREF PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL
Ordinary Council Meeting, of Pontarddulais Town Council
Thursday 4th June 2026 at 7pm

Present: Cllr. Mark Biscoe (MB) - Mayor; Cllr. Jane Harris (JH); Cllr. Andrew Owen (AO); Cllr. David Beynon (DB); Cllr. Phil Downing (PD); Kevin Griffiths (KG) – Deputy Mayor; Cllr. Rhian Harris (RH); Cllr. Alison Wilson (AW); Cllr. Catherine Evans (CE); Cllr. Sion Davies (SD); Cllr. Huw Griffiths (HG); Cllr. Aiyana Harris (AH)
Apologies: Cllr. Gary Chambers (GC); Cllr. Huw Roberts (HR); Cllr. Kelvin Williams (KW); Cllr. Jacob John (JJ)

Declarations of Interest: None

County Cllr Reports: Cllr Kevin Griffiths circulated his report prior to the meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk129253328]
DRAFT MINUTES


To formally welcome Cllr. Huw Griffiths for Dulais East Ward and Cllr. Aiyana Harris for Dulais West ward to the Town Council following their co-option.
The Mayor formally welcomed both Councillors to the Town Council.

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Policy Compliance and Finance Committee Meeting 24th March 2026
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 6 for, 1 against and 4 abstentions (incl. MB)

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Ordinary Full Council Meeting 27th March 2026 and adjourned to Monday 30th March 2026.
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 7 for, 0 against and 4 abstentions (incl. MB)

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Welsh Committee Meeting 23rd April 2026
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 5 for, 1 against and 6 abstentions (incl. MB)

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Special Events Committee Meeting 23rd April 2026
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 6 for, 0 against and 6 abstentions (incl. MB)

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 28th April 2026
PD requested a named vote:
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with JH/SD/KG/RH/CE/AO: for; 0 against; and AW/AH/KG/DB/MB: abstaining. PD nonvoting.

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Annual Meeting 19th May 2026 
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 7 for, 0 against and 5 abstentions (incl. MB)

To receive and accept of the minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council Meeting 28th May 2026
Resolved to accept the minutes by majority with 4 for, 2 against and 6 abstentions (incl. MB)

Admin.
a) To note Civic Budget spend since the last meeting (£750 total for year):
£40 condolence gift and £50 donation to Pontarddulais Male Voice Choir.
The Clerk explained that the donation to Pontarddulais Male Voice Choir had not yet been paid as the then Mayor was required to send a written request for audit purposes.
b) Election to Committees for Cllrs absent from Annual Meeting and New Councillors
Moved to a future meeting
c) To note receipt of two decision notices from the Public Service Ombudsman for Wales as a result of complaints made by a member of the Town Council about two other members. The decision was that there was no requirement to investigate either complaint as they did not reach the threshold to pass the first of two tests to establish if there had been a breach of the Code of Conduct.
RH asked for it to be included in the minutes that she believed the complaint against her to be vexatious in nature and that it had impacted her health negatively. She further explained she had always taken advice on the correct way to proceed and acted accordingly at all times, as was found by the Ombudsman. JH asked for her concerns to also be included in the minutes and for it to be noted that she had not received messages regarding the complaint and the first knowledge she had of the entire matter was communication from the Ombudsman explaining she had no case to answer and they would not be taking the matter further.
The receipt of two decision notices was noted.

Policy, Compliance & Finance (PCF)
a) To elect a Chair of PCF
AW was nominated and seconded and SD was nominated and seconded.
AW: 6 votes; SD 4 votes
2 abstentions (incl. MB)
AW elected Chair of PCF by majority.

PD left at 19.45
AW left at 19.47

b) To note April 2026 closing balances 
Noted
c) To approve May 2026 payments made to date and anticipated
Resolved with 7 for and 3 abstensions (incl. MB)
d) To note unsuccessful bid to MyG for new website
The Clerk explained the feedback from MyG was that the Council Website is a statutory obligation for the Council and as such was felt it should be funded by the Council. The Clerk concurred with this position. This was noted.
e) To agree to apply for funding for Health and Wellbeing activities through the Summer Holidays for children and young people and over 50s as well as a healthy eating/food support scheme for all age groups following feedback from community consultation.
The Clerk explained that as the deadlines were looming, she had applied for three strands of the funding. First for Boardability sessions through the Summer holidays with a drop in session at the Summer Fair, secondly, Health and Wellbeing sessions for the over 50 age group, and finally, the Summer Holiday food fund. The application totalled £7,700.
f) To receive an update on grant applications not discussed elsewhere on this agenda
The Clerk explained the Council was eligible to apply to the Landfill Disposal Fund and she intended to apply for funding for part of the renovation works required at the Mechanics Institute.
g) To agree a review of the Asset Register
Resolved with 7 for and 3 abstentions (incl. MB)
h) To agree a minimum price for individual items in the asset register
Resolved by majority, with 7 for and 3 abstentions (incl. MB), to set £50 as a minimum.
i) Finance and Governance Toolkit:
Review of Internal Controls agreed 
The Clerk explained this was agreed at the last meeting and would be progressed as soon as practicable.

Estates and Environment (EE)
a) Update only on items not covered elsewhere on the agenda
The Clerk explained that the Trade Waste invoice had not yet been settled as she had requested a certificate from the contractor prior to the waste collection but no certificate had been provided. Once the certificate was provided, payment would be made as soon as possible. There was support around the table for this approach with no dissenting voices.
b) To note kitchen refurbishment completion
It was noted that while the kitchen had taken much longer than anticipated due to numerous difficulties with the building and contractors, it was now complete and a great resource for the community.
c) To note completion of works at the Cenotaph
Noted the groundworks and dwarf wall repairs had been completed
d) To note painting of coping stones on external boundary wall and pillars.
Noted the entrance looks fresh and welcoming. Councillors were supportive of the Caretaker continuing to paint the ground floor areas in keeping with the boundary wall and pillar bases.
e) To note installation of Fire Alarm Panel progress
The Clerk explained the new fire panel and wiring had been completed successfully today. This was noted with thanks.
f) To receive update from Proper Officer on regeneration
The Clerk provided a presentation on the current position in Pontarddulais following research she had completed. An enthusiastic discussion ensued regarding services/amenities/businesses – current and potential. The Clerk shared a draft action plan which was still in development and explained this will be shared with the Regeneration Sub Committee at their first meeting. The Council thanked the Clerk for the presentation.
g) To agree to distribute period products to local businesses to begin improving links between the Council and the Town.
The Clerk explained the Council had sufficient period products thanks to funding from Swansea Council Period Dignity fund, to provide some to businesses and organisations in Pontarddulais with public toilets. She further explained she felt this would be a positive step for the Council to begin engaging more with local businesses. 
Resolved by majority with 9 for and 1 abstention (MB)

Special Events (SE)
a) Update only on items not covered elsewhere on this agenda
The Summer Quiz will be held at Pontarddulais Rugby Club on Weds 1st July 2026. AW and CE will provide the questions, and it was discussed that the organisation to receive the donation from the takings should be agreed prior to the Quiz taking place.
b) To agree to distribute excess Easter chocolates to local parent and toddler groups
The Clerk explained that there were excess Easter eggs following the Spring event at the Institute and that as the foodbank benefitted from the excess Christmas Chocolate, it might be a nice idea to strengthen connections between the Council and local parent and Toddler Groups. The Clerk also explained she intends to provide flyers with contact details and the Council’s Facebook page to encourage the parents to follow for event information going forward. Councillors agreed this was a good idea.
Resolved by majority with 9 for and 1 abstention (MB)
c) To agree members of Summer Fair Working Group
All members present at this point of the meeting agreed to join the working Group
d) To discuss recommendation from SE to appoint an Events and Community Engagement Officer for one year trial, to support the Clerk, subject to successful funding bid.
RH provided the meeting with reasons why this position was necessary and that funding would be applied for to pay for the post in the first instance.
Resolved by majority with 9 for and 1 abstention (MB)

HR and Training (HR&T)
a) To note date for Civility and Respect training, delivered by Council Culture in person.
This will come to a future meeting.


Meeting closed: 21.08

 	



