



CYNGOR DREF PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL

Ordinary Meeting, of Pontarddulais Town Council
Thursday 28th May 2026 at 7pm

[bookmark: _Hlk129253328]Present: Cllr. Mark Biscoe (MB) – Mayor; Cllr, Kevin Griffiths (KG) - Deputy Mayor; Cllr. Jane Harris (JH); Cllr. Rhian Harris (RH); Cllr. Philip Downing (PD); Cllr. Jacob John (JJ); Cllr. Kelvin Williams (KW); Cllr. Catherine Evans (CE); Cllr. David Beynon (DB); Cllr. Sion Davies (SD); Cllr. Andrew Owen (AO).
Apologies: Cllr. Gary Chambers (GC); Cllr. Alison Wilson (AW); Cllr. Huw Roberts (HR).
Observing: 1 member of the public and Dr. H. Griffiths (applying for co-option to the Council)
Declarations of Interest: RH and SD: Items 1 and 2 - prejudicial

DRAFT MINUTES

To receive applications for casual vacancies in Dulais East and West (one in each ward).
The Council received two applications for two vacancies. Dr. H. Griffiths spoke to his application, and Ms. A. Harris had sent apologies due to a work commitment, however Cllr. R. Harris provided some background in her absence prior to leaving the room with SD for the discussion of this and the following items of business.

To discuss applications and agree successful applicants for Dulais East and West vacancies.
It was discussed that there were sufficient applications to fill both vacancies and therefore it was proposed and seconded to elect Dr. H. Griffiths to Dulais East ward and Ms. A. Harris to Dulais West ward. This was agreed by majority with 1 abstention (MB) and RH/SD not present.

RH/SD returned to the room.

Policy, Compliance & Finance (PCF)
a) To note March 2026 closing balances 
These were circulated prior to the meeting and noted.

KW had to leave the meeting unexpectedly at this point. 19.30

b) To approve April 2026 payments made 
It was noted that as there had not been a Policy Compliance and Finance (PCF) meeting since March, the usual mini audit of payments will take place at the next meeting.
Proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB) 
c) To note VAT reclaim for Qtr. 2, Qtr. 3, and Qtr. 4 2025/26
These were circulated prior to the meeting and noted.
d) To note creation of Direct Debit to Octopus for all accounts
These were circulated prior to the meeting and noted.
e) To note receipt of £375 in introduction payments from Octopus, credited to new accounts.
The Clerk explained another Council provided an introductory code which provided both accounts with £75 credit. Once this account was set up, Pontarddulais Town Council had two further accounts to set up with both in turn were introduced by a previous Town Council account. This resulted in two further credits of £150 to the Council These credits were noted.

Items deferred from Annual Meeting 2026
a) To review and agree Council Standing Orders
Proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB)
b) To review and agree Council’s Financial Regulations.
Prior to the meeting, PD provided the Clerk and Chair with a list of queries and potential changes to the Financial Regulations. The Clerk and Chair addressed all issues raised. It was proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB) to agree the Financial Regulations.
c) To adopt the bilingual Code of Conduct 2016
The Clerk explained that while it is the 2016 version of the Code, it contains amendments from 2021. It was proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB)
d) To review and agree Financial and Operational Risk Assessment
It was proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB)
e) To agree that the Clerk and Chair of Policy, Compliance and Finance (PCF) carry out a review of financial internal controls.
An amendment to include the Vice Chair of PCF in the review was proposed, seconded and approved by majority with 5 for, 4 against and one abstention (MB)
The amended motion was proposed, seconded and approved by majority with 5 for, 4 against and one abstention (MB)
f) To review and agree policies
It was suggested that all policies go to relevant committees for review of typos but all policies were approved by all with one abstention (MB)

JJ left the meeting due to technical issues during discussion of the last item (20.04) and was not included in the vote. 

g) To approve the delegation arrangements and terms of reference for the Policy, Compliance and Finance (PCF) Committee 
An amendment was proposed to the Terms of Reference to change the meeting frequency to “a regular scheduled meeting to be decided at the first meeting of PC&F”.
This was proposed, seconded, agreed by 4 with none against and 5 abstentions (incl. MB)
h) To agree membership of PCF Committee
It was agreed that the committee would comprise of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and Chairs of all other committees with a neutral Chair and Vice Chair. Three members were proposed and seconded for membership of the committee:
CE/SD/AW. The Chair asked for votes for AW, there were 5 votes; The Chair asked for votes for SD, there were 3 votes. The Chair asked for votes for CE but all votes had been cast. There was some confusion but it was agreed that the vote had been taken and could not be taken again therefore, AW and SD were elected to PCF.
i) To appoint Chair of PCF Committee
SD was proposed and seconded for Chair. AW was also proposed but it was raised that while AW had requested to be nominated for the committee in her absence, she had not expressed a desire to be Chair of the Committee and a member cannot be nominated for Chair in their absence without accepting the nomination. In order to establish if AW wished to stand for Chair of the committee it was proposed, seconded and agreed by all with one abstention (MB) to move this item to a later meeting.
j) To approve the delegation arrangements for the Clerk
It was proposed, seconded and approved by all with one abstention (MB)

5.   Special Events (SE) To note change of date of Summer Fair due to lack of time/capacity of   staff and members.
The date agreed is Sunday September 16th 2026.

6. HR and Training (HR&T) To agree date for Civility and Respect training, delivered by Council Culture in person.
The Clerk was provided with 4 potential dates.


Meeting closed 20.43







