


CYNGOR DREF PONTARDDULAIS TOWN COUNCIL
Extraordinary Council Meeting, of Pontarddulais Town Council
Thursday 16th July 2026 at 7pm

Present: Kevin Griffiths (KG) – Deputy Mayor; Cllr. Jane Harris (JH); Cllr. Andrew Owen (AO); Cllr. Phil Downing (PD); Cllr. Rhian Harris (RH); Cllr. Alison Wilson (AW); Cllr. Sion Davies (SD); Cllr. Huw Griffiths (HG); Cllr. Gary Chambers (GC); Cllr. Huw Roberts (HR); Cllr. Kelvin Williams (KW); Cllr. Catherine Evans (CE); Cllr. David Beynon (DB); Cllr. Aiyana Harris (AH); Cllr. Jacob John (JJ) 
Apologies: [Cllr. Aiyana Harris (AH); Cllr. Jacob John (JJ)] for lateness; Cllr. Mark Biscoe (MB) - Mayor

Declarations of Interest: None.

In the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor chaired the meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk129253328]
DRAFT  MINUTES


1. To discuss and consider funding request from County Councillors for new play area in Dantwyn Park.
The County Councillors, KG and PD, presented their request to the Town Council for funding for a park at Dantwyn. They explained that due to other financial commitments, they were unable to fund the 10-year maintenance contract for the park which would ensure the project can be taken forward. This presented a shortfall of £7,350.
The Clerk provided an explanation of the Council’s financial position which includes earmarked reserves of £5,000 for children’s play which she encouraged the Council to contribute. Any further funds would either have to be raised via grants/events or come from the general fund.
It was proposed, seconded and agreed by majority, with one abstention, to commit the £5,000 from Children’s Play reserve and fundraise via grants to find the remaining £2,350. If grant applications are unsuccessful, the Council will then consider the possibility of using monies from the general fund at a further meeting (Chair voting)

2. To consider amended logo designs and agree a way forward
The Clerk presented two versions of the updated logo as requested by the Council at the last meeting. Discussions took place about which logo was preferred.
A proposal was made, and seconded, to adopt V1 of the final logo which included the metalwork tongs and miners lamp.
An amendment was proposed and seconded to remove the metalwork tongs and miners lamp to create a simpler logo which does not include some of the significant history of the Town but not all.
The amendment was agreed by majority with 7 for and 6 against.
The amended motion was then proposed, seconded and agreed by majority with one abstention (Chair voting). 






The new Council logo is:
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3. To rescind the following resolution made at the Annual Meeting, 19th May 2026 following request from 6 Councillors: “2026-27 AM8 To agree the planned time and date of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and including the next annual meeting of the Council.”
The Clerk informed the meeting they had received the required 6 requests for this to be included on the agenda and asked if any of the signatories wished to speak to the request. Cllr. PD asked which Cllrs had made the request and was informed that RH, SD, JH, JJ, KW, and, AH had all written to the Clerk.
RH spoke to the motion and explained that since the change had taken place there had been no public participation and that moving the date would cause confusion for residents who were now used to meetings being on the last Thursday of the month. Further she felt that Council financial matters had suffered since the change was agreed and from a personal perspective the first Thursday is more difficult for her to attend. KG also raised the first Thursday of the month was more difficult for him due to his role as County Councillor.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the first Thursday of the month causes difficulties with the financial reporting and governance of the Council and places undue pressure on her, especially at budget and audit times of year where there are strict rules around response times. She further explained the Council have held an Extraordinary meeting every month to carry out business due to the early meeting date.
This was proposed, seconded and was not agreed with 6 for and 7 against.
Motion fell.

4. To agree to return to Ordinary Council Meetings taking place on the last Thursday of the month.
This could not be discussed as item 3 had fallen.

It is proposed under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item(s) of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
Proposed, seconded and agreed by all.

5. To consider Complaint to Council and agree a way forward.
The Chair explained that the Mayor had circulated the only information he had received with regard to the complaint. While the Mayor was not in attendance, the Chair explained the Mayor’s recommendation was that the complaint be de-escalated as the complainant has not responded to further requests for information. There was a discussion about the appropriateness of attempts for the Complaint to be escalated initially and the lack of response from the Mayor to Councillor emails.
It was proposed and seconded the complaint be de-escalated on the advice of the Mayor. This was resolved by majority with one abstention.

 Meeting closed: 19.56
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